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dents Dan Robert
Voter turn out improves to 29 percent; all four
referenda questions pass with ease
APRIL CUNNINGHAM
News Editor
With
a voter turnout 50 per-
cent higher than previous
years, 29 percent of the Laurier
student body had a votergasm at
this year's student elections,
notes Sean Simpson, Chief
Returning Officer (CRO).
Dan Robert was elected presi-
dent of the Wilfrid Laurier
Students' Union last Thursday by
a margin of 317 votes and he
feels great.
"You really put yourself on
the line and you don't know
what's going to happen," he said.
When the results were
announced close to 3:00 am, the
pressure was taking its toll on
everyone, explained Robert. "I
squeezed my roommate's hand a
little tighter," he said. "The whole
process is so emotional."
Matt Gouett came in as a
close second, with 1240 votes.
He was unavailable for comment.
Robert says that he is happy
with the way the campaign went,
calling all the candidates' efforts
"clean and fair."
Peter Nickel won 323 presi-
dential votes and says
he felt
relieved when the end was in
sight. "I'm a little disappointed
with my overall result," he says.
"But 300 students voted for me,
so I'm thankful for that."
He says that one of the most
difficult elements of the election
was that, '"no one really knew
who I was. and it was a challenge
I faced till she bitter end."
The fight for Vice President:
University Affairs was an even
closer match, but Laurier students
chose Jen Mitchell for the job.
She won 1570 votes while Trevor
Cresswell received 1360.
"It was something I've
worked for for a really long time
and to hear
my name was
absolutely overwhelming," said
Mitchell.
Erin Moore
Dan Robert was elected by 317 votes as the 2005 - 2006 WLUSU President. One of Robert's promises
is to improve the service in the Terrace and will ask the BOD to approve funds for a rennovation.
Ananthan Sundaresan
Rae Review sparks debate
CFS commends
Rae's report
ADRIAN MA
Staff Writer
This past Monday saw the release
ot Bob Rae's much anticipated
assessment of Ontario's post-sec-
ondary education system. The
review is a lengthy document
composed of recommendations
put forth by the former NDP pre-
mier and current Laurier
Chancellor.
The information revealed in
the report - based on a six-month
analysis of Ontario universities
and colleges - suggests that
Ontario's post-secondary institu-
tions lack adequate funding. Key
proposals include: an increase of
operating grants from the Ontario
government, the introduction of a
more flexible system of student
loans, waiving tuition for low-
income students, and some dereg-
ulation of tuition fees following
Ontario's current two-year tuition
freeze.
Rae's comprehensive report
earned praise from Minister of
Training, Colleges and
Universities, Mary Anne
Chambers, who stated in a press
release, "the panel has presented
us with a set of far-reaching and
thought-provoking recommenda-
tions for a new framework for
post-secondary education in this
province."
Alex Dodger, the Ontario
Executive Representative for the
Canadian Federation of Students
[CFS], also commends Bob Rae
for drawing focus to the needs of
low-income families, but is
apprehensive about how advanta-
geous the proposals will actually
be for Ontario students. Dodger
believes Rae's recommendations
- especially concerning the
deregulation of tuition fees - will
exert substantial financial pres-
sure to middle-class students.
"He's suggesting we have a
low-income grant, which is great,
but the low-income grant will
unfortunately apply only to fami-
lies that earn less than $22,000 a
year," she says.
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Chris Jones rocks the stage at Wilf's last Thursday in the third
installment of Music Explosion. Full story on page 21.
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News
Grads poised to protest Rae
Aird Underpass
to be blocked
next Tuesday
APRIL CUNNINGHAM
News Editor
Not everyone is happy with
former NDP premier and
Laurier Chancellor Bob Rae's
recommendations to the provin-
cial government on post-second-
ary education.
With the release of Rae's
long-awaited report on February
7, suspicions were confirmed that
after the current two-year tuition
freeze, a cap would be removed.
This has caused a group of grad-
uate students to plan a rally for
next Tuesday, February 15,
blocking traffic at the Aird
Underpass from 12:00 to 1:00
pm.
Steve Hendrix, Chair of the
Graduate Students' Association is
concerned that all of the benefits
that came out of the review -
including improved accessibility
and an increase in funding - will
hide the fact that the money to
make the changes will ultimately
come from the students.
"It's sort of a wolf in sheep's
clothing," said Hendrix. He noted
that the review requires $2.1 bil-
lion from the provincial govern-
ment in order to realize Rae's rec-
ommendations. "There's no way
that's going to happen," he said.
Although Rae proposed that
tuition be waived for low-income
students, Hendrix says that will
put extra burden on the middle
and upper class students.
Hendrix is also concerned that
student loans will skyrocket.
According to Rae's report, a sys-
tem of income-contingent loan
repayment will allow students to
pay back their massive debt
according to their income level
after graduation. "But the longer
you hold your debt, the longer
you're going to pay," said
Hendrix.
Hendrix does not believe
there was enough student input
for Rae's report. He says that a
collection of business profession-
als and university administration
made the most significant contri-
butions to open forums.
"How much do you trust Bob
Rosehart to keep a reasonable cap
on your tuition," said Hendrix,
referring to Wilfrid Laurier
University's president and vice-
chancellor.
The GSA is hoping the rally
will help make students' voices
heard. "Hopefully we'll raise
some consciousness," Hendrix
said.
Financial woes end Louie's, Fiasco's
Employees may
not receive final
paycheques
FERRIS BOYD
Cord News
It's a sad day for employees and
visitors of Loose Change Louie's
and Fiasco's which closed last
Friday. The sudden closure has
started a flurry of rumours, and
many employees remain in the
dark. A sign on the door claims
that the establishment's lease has
been terminated. The news came
to workers between Friday and
Saturday of last week, and has
left employees and bar hoppers to
find a new hangout on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday nights.
The details of the termination
of lease were posted on the door
of the bar, stating that the tenant
had not paid January or
February's rent of 2005 in full.
Also, it claimed that the tenant
had underpaid rentals payable
during the last year and that
arrears of rental total more than
$170,000.
While some employees
received phone calls from the
managers, Richard Anderson, a
Louie's bouncer, was not notified
and heard about the closure
through friends. Anderson stated
that when he attended work on
Thursday, the day before it
closed, there was no discussion of
it closing. Anderson speculated
that it was closed because of
financial woes and stated that he
felt, "the owners knew for a long
time but chose not to tell [the
employees and managers]."
Management was not able to be
reached for comment.
There is buzz that employees
may not be receiving their last
pay cheques. "They have always
been bad with pay," Anderson
acknowledged, and that often in
the past the cheques were late and
had to be asked for by employees.
This is not the first sour event
in the restaurant and bar's history,
as they have had several issues in
the past, including an order to
cease operations under the Health
Protection and Promotion Act in
2001 because of poor sanitation
and food handling practices.
Furthermore, in 2001, the previ-
ous owners filed for bankruptcy
protection.
Louie's opened in 1993 and is
currently owned by Mike Bayer,
who has also owned a string of
bars in Stratford and the
Kitchener-Waterloo area.
Bayer has had his share of bad
press, with an article in the local
Stratford paper in June 2003 stat-
ing that he provided false or mis-
leading information to the
Alcohol and Gaming
Commission of Ontario, and that
he owed a large sum of outstand-
ing debt to Revenue Canada.
Erin Moore
The now defunct Loose Change Louie's is pictured devoid of customers. A notice of lease termination
can be seen on the main door to the left. This comes just three months after the closure of Paddy's.
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NATIONAL
No Iraq for you
Prime Minister Paul Martin '
refuses to send troops to Iraq, ;
reports the Globe and Mail, j
bolstering the decision to not!
send troops two years ago. !
"Canadian troops will not!
be going to Iraq," said Martin at!
the House of Commons'
Question Period.
The second refusal comes in |
wake of reports that United !
States President George W.!
Bush will be asking Canada to !
send support troops to train the >
Iraqi army.
While Iraq is completely out [
of the question as a troop J
deployment destination, Pierre !
Pettigrew, the foreign affairs!
minister, noted that there is a |
possibility of training Iraqi sol-;
diers in a neighbouring country. J
PROVINCIAL
Smog worst in history
Reuters reports that the recent!
lack of wind in Ontario com-!
bined with the emissions from !
coal-fire generating stations ;
and diesel vehicles led to the J
first winter smog watch in \
Ontario's history. !
The alert was firstposted on !
Friday and currently remains. !
"We are normally under the ;
influence of a northwestern air ;
shed, which is clean but cold," \
said John Steele, spokesperson !
for the Ontario Ministry of the !
Environment.
LOCAL
Community leaders perish \
Two of Kitchener-Waterloo's ;
best-known entrepreneurs and ;
community leaders died last |
Saturday in unrelated events, !
reports The Record.
Val O'Donovan and Klaus ■
Woerner both founded busi-;
nesses in the K-W region that;
rose to become industry leading J
corporations. !
"Over the years, they both!
demonstrated tremendous gen- j
erosity with their time, leader-;
ship, and personal resources," ;
University of Waterloo J
President David Johnston told i
The Record. \
Compiled by Fraser King <
All referendum questions passed by students
Student fees are
set to increase
FRASER KING
News Editor
Laurier students want to spend
more money - at least those who
voted on the referenda questions.
All of the referendum ques-
tions asked during the February 3
WLUSU and WLUSP elections
passed, including the dental plan
and GRT bus pass. All of the ref-
erendum questions passing will
result in an increase of $201.50
per year for students.
Dean of Students David
McMurray noted in reference to
the increases,"that is democracy,
and democracy has spoken."
"The referendum questions
had a bigger affect than any other
thing voted for," said JD Muir,
the chair of the "Yes" campaign
for the GRT bus pass, continuing,
"this comes right from students'
pockets."
Amongst the referendum
questions was the WLUSU dental
plan, which will provide students
with dental coverage. Students
who have proof of alternative
coverage from parents or work
may opt-out.
The dental plan passed with
more than two-thirds majority.
"This provides the coverage
that students have overwhelming-
ly voted for," said McMun ay.
Mark Walhout, the WLUSU
vice president of Human
Resources and chair of the "Yes"
campaign for the dental plan
noted: "I am really happy with
the results," continuing, "it is a
great plan that will ensure all stu-
dents have coverage."
Another major referenda
question was the $40 GRT bus
pass, which passed by a margin
of 20 percent. The bus pass
will
allow students to use their
OneCard to take any GRT bus.
While the question passed, the
terms of the pass are under nego-
tiation and the exact terms are not
yet available.
Muir was pleased with the
result but noted that more could
have been done for the campaign.
"Next time I do a campaign I
want it to make aware a bigger
sweep,he said, adding, "I think
a lot more should be done to
make students aware [of the bus
pass]."
"The whole thing was very
professional - the time that stu-
dents put into it really showed,"
said McMurray, in reference to
the entire election process.
In addition to the Bus Pass
and Dental Plan referendum
issues, a WLUSP fee increase of
$1.50 and a by-law change that
would allow co-op students
to
vote via phone or e-mail also
passed.
Any students interested in
learning about the Bus Pass are
encouraged to attend future infor-
mation sessions organized around
the school.
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Cresswell is still in good spirits,
despite the loss. "We had run the
best campaign that we could," he
said. "We gave it 100 percent."
He also noted that for VP:UA,
Brantford votes were the decid-
ing factor.
"Between Jen and I, there was
no mud slinging and I'm happy
about that," he adds.
"I wanted to keep the cam-
paign about the issues," she con-
curs.
Laura Gray received the most
votes as director-elect, and has
since been elected Chair of the
WLUSU board by fellow direc-
tors.
"The school has put a lot of
faith in me and I hope I can live
up to
the expectations," says
Gray. She was also happy about
the way the election was run, not-
ing that the elections executive
made every attempt to make
things fair across the board.
Keren Gottfried, one of the
only first year students running in
the election, says she was sur-
prised at how many votes she
received. "I've been very hum-
bled by the response," she said.
She adds it was a challenge to run
as a new face in Laurier student
politics because "I had to work
harder to get my name out there...
also didn't have any enemies
yet."
Gottfried is hoping to take
action on her healthy food option
initiative when the contract runs
out this year for Pizza Pizza in the
Terrace.
Mark Ciesluk was "shocked"
when he heard he did not win a
spot on the BOD. "I expected to
win... it was unrealistic," he says.
He also noted that he feels as if
the election was not run all that
differently from that of a high
school. "Whoever has the most
shirts and friends in Rez Life is
going to win," he says.
Current WLUSU President,
Steve Welker is generally happy
with the outcome of the election.
"I think Dan, Pete, and Matt
have a lot to be proud of," he
says. "With such strong candi-
dates running in the election, the
Students' Union couldn't lose."
Simpson noted that no
recounts were necessary for the
Waterloo campus but it was nec-
essary at Brantford because the
difference between the fourth and
fifth positions for the council reps
was under ten votes. Last year,
ballots for the board of directors
and referenda were announced an
entire day and a half late due to a
lack of volunteers.
For statistics on the outcome
of elections for the Board of
Governors, Senate and Brantford
candidates, see clublaurier.ca.
With files from Laura Scott
Dodger said that Rae is pro-
posing that a $500 grant be avail-
able for families that earn
between $22,000 to $34,000 a
year. However, she says, "if you
get that $500 grant and your
tuition goes up $2000, then the
benefits are completely offset."
"We strongly disagree with
the notion that any family that
earns over $22,000 a year is
wealthy," adds Dodger.
President of Wilfrid Laurier
University Bob Rosehart does not
believe that students will be bur-
dened with escalating tuition
fees, and points out that the
freeze on tuition will only be lift-
ed if substantial government
funding is injected into the edu-
cation system.
"[Rae] is recommending a
form of deregulation but not
wholesale deregulation," he says.
"First of all, he's saying the
freeze that is in place should stay,
but, he's suggesting then a three
million dollar adjustment to the
student loans and aid package,
and until that's done, that fees
should remain as they are."
"He's basically telling the
government if you don't change
the student aid structure, then the
fees should remain frozen," says
Rosehart.
To the students at Laurier in
particular, president Rosehart
feels that "there are some very
specific items in the report that
have a direct impact on Laurier."
In addition to extra funding and
bursaries for students, one of the
more arguably progressive
aspects of the plan would require
universities like Laurier to pres-
ent multi-year plans to an all-
party committee in front of the
legislature. This would result in
an unprecedented level of public
accountability for Ontario's post-
secondary institutions.
Rosehart believes that Rae is,
"very sympathetic to the stu-
dent's perspective," and disagrees
with some of the criticisms levied
by the CFS towards the review.
"The CFS has been very neg-
ative throughout this exercise, but
I think they've won a few of their
battles, and I would hope they
would get behind something that
would, for the large majority of
students, improve the situation."
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CO-OP CONFUSION
There was a small mistake with
election ballots emailed to stu-
dents on co-op term again this
year. Janet Hand,
assistant CRO
says that although the co-op bal-
lots were sent on time, two
copies of the WLUSP financial
statements were attached and the
WLUSU statements were not.
"At 4:00 am the computers are a
little blurry," she said, taking full
responsibility for the mistake.
The only effect on co-op stu-
dents' ability to vote was that if
they wanted to vote on the finan-
cial statements, it was up
to them
to email Hand and request the
proper ballot. 'Truthfully, when
most students vote, they don't
vote for every ballot," said
Hand, unconcerned. Hand adds
that despite the glitch, the elec-
tion enjoyed the highest co-op
voter turnout ever.
DEATH AT UW
UW Student dies from bacter-
ial infection - health officials
say 'it is
not very contagious'
Patricia Vepari, 21, died of a rare
bacterial meningococcal infec-
tion last Friday morning, reports
The Record.
While health officials say
that Vepari's illness is not a
threat to the general public, 40
people including close friends,
relatives, and hospital staff have
been given preventative antibi-
otics.
"It is not a very contagious
illness, much less contagious
than the common cold," Dr.
Hsiu-Li Wang, Waterloo
Region's associate medical offi-
cer of health told The Record.
Vepari was sent to St. Mary's
hospital after going to both
Grand River Hospital and the
UW Health Services.
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Robert rules the Union
Election, from cover
Rae is 'sympathetic'
- Rae, from cover
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CRIME
UNAUTHORIZED SOLICITING
5:40 pm Monday, January 24
An officer responded to the
Peters Building after receiving a
report of a male asking people
for money. The individual was
evicted from campus
and issued
a trespass warning.
THEFT UNDER $5000
12:15 am Tuesday January 25
Person(s) unknown stole a class
photograph from the wall of the
second floor of the Peters
Building.
THEFT UNDER $5000
January 24 - 25
Person(s) unknown gained entry
to a vending machine in the
lobby of Bricker Residence and
removed a quantity of product
and the coin box.
BREAK, ENTER & THEFT
January 20 - 24
Person(s) unknown broke into a
storage room on the second floor
of the Dining Hall and stole a
receiver and microphones.
Regional Police Forensic
Identification unit attended to
dust for prints.
FALSE FIRE ALARM
2:55 am Thursday January 27
Person(s) unknown caused a fire
alarm at the King St Residence
by activating a pull station.
Waterloo Fire Dept responded.
No sign of smoke or fire were
found.
MEDICAL ASSIST
11:32 pm Wednesday January 26
Officers, Ambulance and Fire
Dept responded to MacDonald
House after receiving a report of
a resident who had fainted and
was unconcious. On arrival the
resident was concious and
appeared to be having some type
of seizure. She was attended to
by paramedics until she recov-
ered but refused to be taken to
hospital. A floor mate was
assigned to monitor her through
the night.
MEDICAL ASSIST
4:18 am Thursday January 27
An officer and ambulance
responded to Conestoga House
after receiving a report of a resi-
dent who had struck his head on
a coffee table and was bleeding.
He was taken to hospital by
ambulance for stitches.
MEDICAL ASSIST
10:15 am Thursday January 27
Officers. Ambulance and Fire
Dept attended at the Science
Building in response to a report
of a faculty member who had
collapsed. On arrival he was
concious and sitting up. He was
taken by ambulance to hospital
for further treatment.
CAUSE DISTURBANCE
12:40 am Saturday January 29
Officers attended at Waterloo
College Hall in response to a
report of a resident who was
intoxicated and yelling in the
hall. The individual was spoken
to and directed to return to his
room. The matter is being dealt
with by residence staff.
CRIME OF THE WEEK:
RETURN OF THE SHIT
CRIMES!
MISCHIEF
1:45 pm Saturday January 29
A report was received that
someone had smeared fecal
matter onto the toilet seat in the
womens' washroom in the
Student Services Building.
SUSPICIOUS PERSON
4:30 am Saturday January 29
While on patrol officers
observed a male student attempt-
ing to climb onto the roof at the
St Michael's daycare facility.
The individual was intoxicated
and was trying to get onto the
roof so he could jump into a
snow bank. The matter will be
sent to the Judicial Affairs
Council.
POSSESSION OF DRUGS
10:30
pm Saturday January 29
While on patrol officers
observed three non WLU males
at the rear of King St Residence
smoking marijuana. A small
quantity of marijuana was seized
and turned over to Regional
Police. The three males were all
issued with trespass notices.
MISCHIEF
January 28 -29
Person(s) unknown caused some
damage to the University sign at
the corner of King St. & Bricker
Ave.
MISCHIEF
January 29 - 30
Person(s) unknown kicked out
the panel in the door at one of the
entrances to St Clements House.
MEDICAL ASSIST
3:19 pm Sunday January 30
Officers responded to the
Athletic Complex gym after
receiving a report that a student
was having a seizure. On arrival
she was alert and requested no
medical attention.
THEFT UNDER $5000
3:20 pm Sunday January 30
While on patrol officers
observed three males carrying
signs taken from the Student
Services Building. They claimed
to have found them in the
Terrace. They were identified as
UoW students and were issued
with trespass notices.
During this time period two
warnings were issued for liquor
act violations.
KNOW A STORY THAT
COULD HAVE MADE THE
BAG OF CRIME?
CALL THE CORD NEWS
DEPARTMENT!
884 - 0710 extesion 3564
cord@wlusp. com
News Bites
HEATLEY TO SPEAK
Speaking series may be part
of probation sentence
The Record reports that NHL
player Dany Heatley may be
giving a series of talks in the
Waterloo Region to high school
students about the negative
effects of speeding.
A Waterloo Region police
constable has asked the Atlanta
Thashers about the possibility of
the speaking series.
"I have a good feeling that
this is going to happen," said
Sandra Dearden, a Waterloo
Police Constable told The
Record.
Last week Heatley pled
guilty to second-degree vehicu-
lar homicide, driving too fast for
conditions, failure to maintain a
lane and speeding. The charges
stemmed from a crash that left
Elmira native Dan Snyder dead.
The charges carried a maxi-
mum sentence of over 20 years;
however, Heatley was given a
sentence of three years proba-
tion.
GOUETT RETAINS TITLE
Vice chair still vice chair
The motion that was brought
forward by WLUSU Director
Nick Murphy that would have
recalled Matt Gouett from his
position as WLUSU vice chair
did not pass.
The motion, which needed a
two-thirds majority to pass,
would have removed Gouett
from his role as vice chair, forc-
ing a new vice chair to be cho-
sen.
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WIUSP is HIRING tor May 2005
Cord Weekly Editor-in-Chief (salaried position) Applications
are available in the
WLUSP office, located on the bottom
Blueprint Magazine Editor-in-Chief (honourarium position)
floor of Macdonald House residence,
and are due
Keystone Editors-In-Chief (2) (honouraria positions) Friday. February 11. 2005 I
Vice-President: Finance and Administration (salaried position)
12l00prn.
Print Production Manager (salaried position)
Position Descriptions are available
. .
x
upon request. For more information
Online Production Manager (honourarium position)
contact Craig Radcliffe, president of
WLUSP at info@wlusp.com
Photography Managers (2) (honourarium position)
Qr by phone at
519-884-0710 x3565.
Information Technology Manager (honourarium position)
Copy Editing Manager
Marketing Manager 1
(\jl7lll LHIJ
Human Resources Manager V m/ 1 lllfr
Advertising Administrative Assistant j^^|^^j^DUbliC3tionSj)
The Cord Weekly
The lie that bindssince 1926
A proud member of the CanadianUniversity Press
Editorial Board
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Quote Of The Week
"I smell bread In the garbage and It's making me hungry"
- April, evidently hungry
Next Issue: February 16
Marriage - and Canada -
at a crossroads
In
the 19505, outrage erupted in
many parts of the U.S. when
the doctrine of "separate but
equal" was struck down, effec-
tively ending the period of de jour
segregation. Looking back, it is
hard to comprehend how people
could oppose equal rights.
Today, the same-sex move-
ment has become the civil rights
movement of the past, and it has
also provoked outrage in people
across Canada. The Catholic
Church has called anyone sup-
porting same-sex marriage evil,
and social conservatives believe
that the 'traditional' notion of
marriage will be forever
destroyed.
Much of the opposition has
taken a more measured stance
and said, "fine, but call it any-
thing except marriage - that's our
word." The view that marriage
and its definition is beyond poli-
tics doesn't hold water in a secu-
lar society and it must be further
realized that religious same-sex
couples exist. If these couples
follow parts of the Christian faith
(for example) and put blinders on
to the rest - why should they be
denied the institution of mar-
riage?
In spite of the opposition, the
majority of Canadians realize that
to deny someone their rights, like
blacks were denied their rights in
America, does not conform to
Canadian values. To attest to this,
the Liberal government recently
introduced Bill C-38, which
seeks to give equal rights to
same-sex couples. The bill
extends from the Supreme Court
decision which last year conclud-
ed that same-sex rights were
guaranteed by the Bill of Rights
and Freedoms.
As has been pointed out in
this long debate on same sex mar-
riage, legislation is meant to
increase the rights of Canadians -
not restrict them.
Unfortunately, in a bid to
appease opponents, the bill has
been watered down and the
Liberals argue that in the name of
religious tolerance, some
Canadians can 'opt-out' of recog-
nizing that same-sex couples
have equal rights.
Would it be acceptable for
churches to deny equal rights to
blacks, or any other minority? In
the name of religious tolerance, |
should pro-choice rallies and
groups be banned? This can be
taken to many extremes, and
there would be a powerful public j
outcry if any of these measures
were to occur.
The obvious solution would
be to simply ignore those groups
that choose to ignore equal rights.
But while churches have their
own realm to freely practice their
beliefs, this unfortunately spreads
to other parts of society. In
Newfoundland, one in ten mar-
riage commissioners have quit
their jobs on the basis of their
religious beliefs. Religious intol-
erance has been extended into the
public realm.
The government needs to take
a stand and ensure that all rights
are protected. Islamic Shari'ah
law was officially trumped by
Canadian law because of its lack
of Charter-like rights protection
mechanisms, so the precedence
exists.
This is a pressing issue that
will shape the future of the
Canadian landscape. In fifty
years, will we look back at this
time and wonder how people
could deny equal rights to same-
sex couples, or will homophobia
still be a legally condoned aspect
of Canadian society?
We heart WLUSP supporters
The number 2131 never looked
so sweet. One of four referenda
questions in last week's elections
asked voters to support a $1.50
increase for the WLU Student
Publications fee and voters deliv-
ered. The yes party won 2:1 and
WLUSP volunteers everywhere,
old and new, cheered. WLUSP
will now have the opportunity
and funds to improve and expand
their services including The Cord
Weekly, Blueprint Magazine,
Clublaurier.ca, the Keystone
Yearbook, the WLU'er student
handbook and Phone Cord. The
extra $1.50 per student will also
help ensure WLUSP can find a
more permanent location on cam-
pus to provide better quality and
more accessible volunteer oppor-
tunities for students.
The $1.50 means volunteers
of WLUSP can finally get some
of the equipment they need to
improve the aesthetic component
of publications like The Cord.
New software and better training
can now be a reality and not sim-
ply a dream.
Thank you to the 2131 sup-
porters of the WLUSP fee
increase. You have proven to the
rest of students that WLUSP is a
valued and integral part of the
Laurier experience.
Editorial
Equal fights for same-sex marriage? Sorta, but not really.
Pencil in solutions
Jennifer Asselin
StudentJJfejEditoi^
Priority planning is the new pink.
My boyfriend just picked up his
new priority planner about a
month ago and he can't stop
organizing and dividing his time
on paper and it seems to be work-
ing for him as things are getting
done and time is being freed up.
Things that were supposed to
get done months ago are finally
coming to fruition. With all of
this time management going on, I
think priority planning should be
a step that both the University
administration and Students'
Union take into consideration.
Looking back through the
issues that took precedence in the
year I entered this
institution of
higher learning, I realized these
issues remain just that: issues.
It seems the University's time
management skills are poor and
even after four years of working
on student issues and concerns,
there are still numerous Cord
headlines that remain today.
"Student debt rising according to
OUSA"- May 24, 2001:
At the time, the Ontario
Undergraduate Student Alliance
had completed a study on student
debt and realized that students
had a greater level of debt than
any previous generation of uni-
versity graduates.
OUSA is still putting out
reports on the increase in student
debt and yet the University has
done little to combat the prob-
lems. In fact, this past year the
scholarship grid was altered mak-
ing scholarship money harder to
obtain, at least through your
GPA.
Also, with the election that
just passed, an increase of
$201.50 will be added to each
student's tuition thanks to the
WLUSU and WLUSP.
"Food and meal plan prices
are on the rise" - June 26, 2001:
Meal plan fees for first year stu-
dents saw an increase of $100 for
each food option. The increase in
meal plan prices hasn't been the
only issue with students today, as
food costs have also increased.
As the WLUSU BOD tries to
decrease costs for students at
places such as The Union Market,
rising Dining Hall costs remain
an issue especially for students
living in residence who have few
options when it comes to food
selection on campus.
"Having fun without booze" —
June 26, 2001:
Students are and will always
be struggling to find new and
innovative underage program-
ming. As much as it was an issue
in my first year of university, it
remains an even larger issue as
more and more students entering
Laurier are underage.
Although this year's BOD
fought hard to allow underage
students to be allowed into the
Turret, underage programming is
still lacking on campus.
"Staying in the shade" --
September 6, 2001:
The need for green space on
campus had students in an uproar
as they felt "green space was
needlessly being destroyed."
Trees were being torn down in
order to accommodate the new
Schlegel Building and the school-
yard of St. Mike's was being
paved for a parking lot.
Green space is still lacking at
Laurier as more trees have been
knocked down to build the
Bricker Academic Building and
the addition to the AC. Although
students need new space for
learning and other useful facili-
ties, students also need clean,
environmental space to enjoy
their campus.
"Making the Streets safe" -
October 11, 2001:
The area surrounding the
University campus is a high traf-
fic one and in 2001 it was the area
around Noecker and Regina
Street that had student Josh
Demming worried. He then
worked with the City of Waterloo
and the WLUSU VP: University
Affairs of the time David
Wellhauser, to create a "commu-
nity safety zone."
Street safety is still an issue
especially the crossing area from
campus to Seagram Drive. Last
year students lobbied to have a
cross walk put in; however, not
much has been said since.
"WLU — We Line Up" - January.
10, 2002:
The Office of the Registrar
and the WLUSU BOD worked
together to decrease the wait time
for students at 202 Regina.
This remains an issue as line-
ups still exist even with online
registration being implemented.
This year's BOD tried to help
line-ups in signing up for lab reg-
istration however, no long term
solution has been reached.
"Evaluation evolution
approaching" - January 23, 2002
The WLUSU BOD was dis-
cussing a new online method of
teacher evaluations; however, as
we all know this remains a touchy
topic that has no seen real solu-
tion thus far.
Hopefully, as I leave Laurier
within the next few months, these
issues get looked at more closely
and the mysteries of such head-
lines solved. The University and
WLUSU BOD should schedule
some extra time for these issues
in their planners and if they have
free time afterwards they can get
started on the new ones.
With a new BOD coming into
office, I challenge you to priority
plan those issues that have yet to
be dealt with. It is my only hope
that when I return to Laurier as an
alumnus, these issues will be laid
to rest. Free time to look at new
issues of importance will help to
compile a new "To Do" list
with
brand new issues atop the
brand
new priority planner. Then
Laurier can have as much "me
time as it wants.
Mike Li
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"Just wait 'till I hit puberty"
Canada needs to shed the spastic
little brother image and create its
own identity
Chris Clemens
Last Year's Entertainment
Nobody
likes a little brother.
You know the stigma
I'm referring to, right? I'm talk-
ing about the little brother who
follows you around incessantly,
reverently, doggedly worshipful.
An eager lad who would eat the
hot dog that's been under the
couch since '97 if you told him
to. He's a mimic, silently watch-
ing and then crudely modeling
his own behavior, attitudes and
language after yours with blind
dedication. The kid's a spaz and
you will probably want to throw
him in a dumpster, at least until
he starts to develop his own per-
sonality.
Welcome to the exciting
world of Canadian identity
because, like it or not, we're the
spaz kid and America is our
haloed sibling. Think about it.
We're heavily reliant on the
States: economically, militarily
and culturally. We eagerly chow
down their media, learning the
intricacies of the U.S. way while
they shove Canadiancontribution
aside under the moniker of
America Junior and a host of
embarrassing stereotypes. They
say "Missile defense system!"
and we say "Hmmm... that might
be aight," despite the fact that
nobody wants to kill us with the
vehemence that they have for our
behemoth neighbor.
This national mimicry even
extends into subculture. At a
recent Globalization of Hip-Hop
panel discussion, the authenticity
of the Canadian sphere was
called into question. Toronto
youth leader Gavin Shepherd
noted that "our main thing is that
we aren't America"and other
panelists - artists from Africa -
called our hip hop scene stagnant,
a hollow reflection of American
groundbreaking. At this I winced,
but had to concede that it was
probably true.
In a lot of ways, Canada acts
and seems like a capital-T Tool, a
shoddy copy of the United States'
shining pinnacle of democracy
(under God). But we aren't stu-
pid. Oh my, no.
We're fully aware of the com-
parisons, the stupid jokes about
igloos, the scorn. When insane
conservative radicals like Ann
Coulter and Tucker Carlson
blather about Canadian insignifi-
cance on CNN and tell
Americans that we're all avid
dogsled racers, we bristle. When
pop culture like Saturday Night
Live depicts Canadians in the
age-old lumberjack shtick, we
complain. But secretly we're
happy just to be acknowledged in
the foreign media which so often
denies us a voice.
Our relationship with
American culture is a vastly com-
plex and convoluted one, caught
between desire for attention and
hatred of their tired misrepresen-
tation. We're upset - angry that
our global identity is a half-assed
American construction, sick of
the assumption that we'll stay
under the stars-and-stripes
umbrella where we can keep
doing 'whatever it is that
Canadians do' in safety and
obscurity.
Perhaps this resentment is the
underlying reason for the
immense popularity of those
Molson commercials pitting stu-
pid Americana against Canadian
cool. Maybe this is why we
eagerly ring around the hockey
game and take such pride in best-
ing the U.S., when the vast
majority of their population
couldn't give a fuck. We take
what we can get.
More than anything, emerg-
ing Canadian identity seems to be
rooted in two words: "Not
America." We look for distinc-
tions between our dual homoge-
nized cultures and pry them open:
"Look! We have public health
care! They have private health
care! See? See? We're different
and unique and totally rad!"
It's not much, but it's a start.
The little brother is starting to
grow out of his obsession, to look
elsewhere for influence. As the
USA starts to slide further
towards the conservative right,
contrasting Canadian initiatives
to legalize gay marriage and
decriminalize marijuana become
more than just rights advance-
ments - they're statements of our
independence, a symbol of our
tearing away from the American
shadow.
And maybe, someday soon,
the words "Not America" will
fade, replaced by a true sense of
Canadian identity. Because it's
finally time for us to grow up and
face the world as ourselves.
Never the bride
Same-sex opposers should
remember that gay rights are
human rights as well
Marcos Moldes
My So-Called Queer Life
Last week the Government of
Canada introduced the same-sex
marriage bill to the House of
Commons to change the defini-
tion of marriage to include homo-
sexual relationships.
Not surprisingly the conserva-
tive and fundamentalist groups in
the country are not impressed.
Seeing the footage of them
protesting got me thinking about
values and the apparent lack of
values (according to the right
wing) that us queers have.
But what values am I missing
that everyone else seems to have?
This ominous feeling of being
excluded from some sort of
secret, heterosexuals-only values
club got me thinking about the
right-wing values. When did hate
become such a popular value to
have? Why didn't I get the memo
on this? Was I out to lunch? Was'
I shoe shopping? Where was I
when a large segment of
Canadian society decided that
hate would be an acceptable topic
to discuss in their churches, syna-
gogues, mosques or at their din-
ner tables? Why is it that even
last week people didn't seem to
understand why someone could
construe "fag" as an offensive
word, regardless of context. The
right wing claims to stand up for
family values but when did hate
become a family value?
Family values is something
that has been thrown around by
the right wing a lot lately. From
what I have gathered, the recipe
for family values is comprised of
equal parts hate and intolerance,
one cup of small mindedness and
a pinch of prejudice. Set to sim-
mer in the Canadian public, serve
hot because the dish tends to look
really silly after it has cooled.
One of my favourite stand-up
comedians, Margaret Cho, said
something that made me laugh.
"If you don't believe in gay mar-
riage, then don't have one." I
think she hit the nail on the head.
If you aren't in favour of gay
marriage, nobody is asking you to
do it. But please, don't come over
and rain on our parade just
because you are leading a miser-
able life full of those hateful fam-
ily values and reruns of Charles
in Charge on the Christian
Television Network.
Right wingers seem to have
all this time on their hands to
organize hate-based organiza-
tions, protest against equal rights
and start letter writing cam-
paigns. Maybe we could fill their
schedules with more hobbies, like
pottery classes, yoga or a book
club.
Gay marriage isn't about
destroying the foundation of soci-
ety; it isn't about trumping peo-
ple's religious beliefs or disre-
specting people's right to object.
It's about recognizing that gay
rights are human rights, and that
human rights are something
worth supporting.
Instead of spending so much
time protesting the rights of oth-
ers, telling people that changing
marriage will destroy society,
telling queers that we're sick and
depraved, couldn't right-wingers
find a better use for their time? I
think the old axiom holds true
here; idle hands really are the
devil's playground.
Letters to the Editor
Dear Students of WLU,
Thank you for making me your2005-
2006 WLUSU President Elect! I am
very honoured and grateful to be
given this opportunity. I have a lot to
offer to this position and I am very
excited for the year that is ahead of
us. We have already had our first
Board meeting and I am pleased to
announce thatLaura Gray is your new
BOD Chair Elect and Dan Hocking is
your new BOD Vice-Chair Elect. We
are looking forward to hiring the rest
of the Management Committee this
weekend. It will be another exciting
year for WLUSU and I strongly
encourage you all to be a part of it by
applying for a volunteer position in
March or by joining a Campus Club.
Please visit www.wlusu.com for more
information on all available positions.
Once again, thank you for the support
during the campaign period; it was
very memorable and I will work hard
to make all of my promises a reality.
Sincerely,
Dan Robert
Communication: There
was miscommunication
This letter is in response to J.D.
Muir's letter from last week's Cord,
addressed to Trevor Cresswell. J.D.
states that he spoke to me, the
Academic Issues Coordinator, about a
meeting between Cresswell and I. He
says that I claimed that while
Cresswell spoke to me, we did not
actually speak abwf my comj^Htee.,
This information is incorrect.
Cresswell did speak to me directly
about the AIC, at some length. I apol-
ogize for the miscommunication.
Daniela Pirraglia
Academic Issues Coordinator
"Demented Human Being?"
In regards to an article written last
week, which contained a remark that
only "demented human beings" are
keeping track of baseball during the
off-season: Just what is that supposed
to mean? Don't get me wrong, I
thought The Champions League arti-
cle was an excellent piece and sports
fans should flock to watch that great
soccer action, but that insult to base-
ball fans was uncalled for.
I love the Blue Jays, and being a
fan of the great sport that is baseball I
am finding this off-season to be not
only entertaining but unquestionably
worth more of my time then all of that
NHL lockout bullshit. And I assure
you
Brandon Currie, that I am not
demented. With the Blue Jays
announcing plans to increase payroll
by 40 percent in each of the next three
seasons, new naming rights to the
SkyDome, the signings of slugger
Corey Koskie and a .300-plus hitter
and all-star. Shea Hillenbrand, this
off-season has been chalk full of
excitement for baseball fans. Not to
mention home run king Sammy Sosa
changing squads, and Cy Young
award winners changing teams left
and right.
So to say that only "demented
>'J h Ji} . j .■> ,■ j > ,J|J > u.
human beings" are following baseball
right now is a very misinformed state-
ment. Baseball may not have the bone
jarring hits of the NFL or the quick
pace of the NHL, but it contains strat-
egy and precision unmatched in any
other sport. Don't bash its fans.
Matthew Ventresca
Environmentally
Concerned Laurier
Students
We are writing with regards to the
newly implemented system in the
cafeteria of handing out Styrofoam
containers, instead of the glass plates.
After consulting with the employees
of the cafeteria, we have discovered
the consequence of the amount of
dishes that are stolen has resulted in
the use of Styrofoam containers
instead.
To deal with this situation, we
think it necessary to consult the ever
great, ever wonderful, prophet of our
time, ranked among the top ten
Canadians (along with profound indi-
viduals such as Don Cherry,
Alexander Graham Bell and # 99
himself) David Suzuki.
Dr. Suzuki emphasizes the inter-
connectivity of people's actions in
everyday life, and the consequences
that result from those actions. In the
case of the Styrofoam being used in
the cafeteria, the ignorance of its des-
tination is probably the largest prob-
lem, as we as students have no regard
for the decomposition of the material
(or lack, thereof).. According to
research with regards to biodegrad-
ability, some fast food chains have
even switched their use of Styrofoam
to paper because Styrofoam shows lit-
tle evidence of breaking down and
proves to be the least biodegradable
material
among many
other alterna-
tives, including plastic, paper, and
cardboard.
So if you're asking yourself what
you can do to help this situation,
here's a few things you, as an individ-
ual, can do to help Laurier and ulti-
mately the rest of society:
If youhave cafeteria plates, return
them either to cafeteria employees, or
to any of the dish carts. No penalties
will be given; the employees will
accept them with open arms.
Buy yourself one of those trendy,
handy dandy travel mugs from the
terrace. All those Timmy Ho's cups
will soon be pilling up in our prover-
bial "backyard" instead of theirs.
Contact WLUSU's VP of University
Affairs with regards to a composting
agenda or explore what the
EcoHawks are doing to implement
such a program.
Best regards,
Jacob Clemens and
Jamie Shea
If you build it, they will come
As a 2003-2004 WLUSU Director of
the Board one of the idea's that excit-
ed me most was the constructionof an
ice rink on the tennis courts of
Willison Field. The puipose of the
rink would be for the students of
Laurier to partake in recreational
skating and shinny hockey games.
Thanks to a grant that I received from
the Students' Union in the fall of this
year I was able to purchase the mate-
rials that were needed to build the
rink.
..
~
.
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As of December 2004, my friends
and I had everything ready and we
were eagerly awaiting the colder
weather. Largely due to the inconsis-
tent temperatures, as
well as timing
issues, since I am currently on a co-op
term in Mississauga, we have been
unable to flood the rink as of yet.
However, with the temperature hope-
fully dipping below zero next week,
that date is rapidly approaching. What
will be most important once the rink
is flooded is regular maintenance, and
that is where I need help from you,
the students of Laurier. I am
looking for approximately 15-20
motivated volunteers who are willing
to donate a few hours of their time,
one night a week, to clearing and
flooding the surface of the rink. The
time that you would be giving to the
rink would be insignificant when
compared to the value that I know it
will add to our already amazing cam-
pus. If you are interested please con-
tact me at howe9llo@wlu.ca.
Thanks in advance.
Cheers,
Andrew Howell
Letter Policy:
All letters to the editor must be signed and sub-
mitted with the author's name, student
identifica-
tion number, and telephone number. Letters must
be received by 12pm Tuesday on disk, or via e-
mail at cord@wlusp.com with the subject head-
ing of 'Cord letter.' Letters must be typed or easi-
lylegible and may not exceed 350 words. The
Cora reserves the right to edit any letter for brevi-
ty and clarity. Spelling and grammar will be cor-
rected. The Cord reserves the right to reject any
letter, in whole or in part.
The Cord reserves the right not to publish mate-
rial that is deemed to be libelous or in contraven-
tion with the Cord's Code of Ethics or journalistic
standards.
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Respond to the material in this paper... write a letter to letters@wlusp.com... thank you
The Canadian
mushroom experience
Brendan Jones
Extra-value spiel
Canada
looks puny compared
to China when it comes to
mushrooms. We only produce a
tenth as much as the mighty
Chinese mushroom machine that
creates nearly 25 percent of the
world's supply. Before Paul
Martin went to China, he prom-
ised to press the Chinese govern-
ment on human rights issues.
Clearly feeling inferior because
of the mushroom issue once he
got there, Paul preferred to see no
evil and hear no evil so he could
speak of no evil.
Martin preferred the happy-
go-lucky "considerable progress"
approach when it came to China's
dismal human rights record. After
all, Martin wanted to achieve
considerable progress when it
came to trade talks with the
Chinese government. We trump
them when it comes to respect for
individual rights and freedoms,
they kick our collective mush-
room ass; lets call it a wash and
get down to selling off the
Alberta oil sands, shall we?
It is, of course, not prudent to
say absolutely nothing, so Martin
fell prey to the irresistible urge to
say absolutely anything. "You do
not defend human rights by sim-
ply making statements," he thun-
dered, surely not realizing that he
was basing his defence of human
rights on making the statement
that he deplores basing one's
defence on making statements.
"You defend human rights by
being persistent and consistent."
When Martin met with the
Prime Minister of China in a
series of joint public events adja-
cent to Tiananmen Square,
human rights were never men-
tioned. Martin also stood silent as
two Chinese-Canadian journalists
were barred from traveling with
him by the Chinese government.
With remarkable consistency,
Paul Martin displayed his pen-
chant for saying one thing and
doing another. The famous
Martin persistency he spoke of
was shown in all its glory too.
Paul Martin conceded, when
prodded by the media, that when
he did raise human rights issues,
the Chinese prime minister
"heard me out but did not com-
ment further." With this type of
persistent resilience in the face of
such a repressive regime, had
Martin only been on the world
stage at the time, Apartheid prob-
ably could have been ended a
decade earlier.
Considerable trade
progress trumps
human rights in PM's
visit to China.
That's the thing about Paul
Martin. He'll trumpet grand slo-
gans like statements alone cannot
defend rights and freedoms, but
when it comes time to back this
up we find that the prime minister
is consistently and persistently all
talk and no rock.
Shortly before Martin arrived,
Zhao Ziyang, the purged former
Communist party leader who
sympathized with the pro-democ-
racy students of Tiananmen
Square, had died and the Chinese
government was suppressing it in
the media. CTV was stopped
from filming the home of the
recently deceased Zhao without a
peep from Martin. He decided a
prime ministerial tongue lashing
was due instead, accusing a
Conservative MP who did visit
Zhao's home to pay
his respects
of "grandstanding." This coming
after Martin himself just finished
up a whirlwind photo-op tour of
tsunami ravaged Thailand and Sri
Lanka while upholding the
virtues of the Tamil Tigers.
When asked if he would visit
Zhao's home, definitely no Tamil
Tiger hangout, to show Canada's
shared aims for democracy
Martin responded, "I suppose,
but that's not on the schedule at
the present time." Instead of pay-
ing respects he chose to disregard
the death of a man who died after
15 years under house arrest for
supporting the students who died
at Tiananmen Square in 1989.
The very same square where in
2005 Martin could not muster the
courage to scold the Chinese as
he scolds Canadians that want to
see their religious rights and free-
doms protected.
But that's the other thing
about Paul Martin: he may not
have 25 percent of the world's
supply, but he treats the citizens
of Canada like mushrooms: we
get kept in the dark and fed noth-
ing but crap.
Damned from here
to eternity
Brian J. D'Souza
Guest Columnist
"Yet above all that he still knew
that he would do it, not as
vengeance, or even retribution,
but as an expression ofhimself, to
regain the individuality that
Holmes and all the rest of them,
unknowingly, had taken from him.
And he understood suddenly why
a man who has lived his whole
life working for a corporation
might commit suicide simply to
express himself would foolishly
destroy himselfbecause it was the
only way toprove his existence."
-James Jones, From Here to
Eternity
I sat there, listening to her flat,
monotone voice and wondered
what exactly I was dealing with.
This woman was giving one of
those famous "What to do with
your degree" speeches for an
amassed group of students on
campus. Somehow, they never
give us dumb animals enough
credit and when they think we're
busy dozing off or properly lobot-
omized, they start to slip the pills
into the feed.
A few stories that could easily
have been based on urban leg-
ends, stereotypes, or even reality
were told. The first involved a
guy who claimed to be fluent in
German and then got exposed by
a job interviewer who spoke (now
get this) German. The second was
about a cocky son-of-a-bitch who
had the audacity to tell the very
job interviewer she was seeking
(unbeknownst to her) that she
was looking for him; and the
third...well, maybe there were
only two stories. This was where
I quietly walked out of the room
midway through the talk.
You'd think it was just an
ordinary, boring information ses-
sion. The truth was, underneath
all the friendly advice being
given to us assembly line
acolytes, someone was power
tripping over the abilities of the
system to enforce discipline.
In a few quiet words uttered
as calmly and malevolently as
'Nurse Ratchet' from One Flew
Over the Cuckoo's Nest, the
woman reminded us how anyone
who faked their credentials to get
a job would be sniffed out and
dealt with. We could even have
our degrees snatched away if we
lied on our resumes. It was that
easy.
God help the poor mother-
fuckers who went in search of a
job without superb ass kissing
skills. The dumb fucks who
addressed their cover letters with
"To Whom It May Concern"
rather than scouting the terrain in
advance. The ignorant jerks
whom e-mailed potential
employers their 'Thank-You' let-
ters instead of mailing hand-writ-
ten and personalized letters. The
idiots who went through life
burning bridges instead of dis-
pensing fake smiles and nods of
interest while they hear without
listening.
Every time I fall in, I wonder
how it's going to be. I think about
all the times that I kept my mouth
shut, my hands at my sides and
my gaze to the floor because I
was praying that they wouldn't
take something away from me
that I needed. I think about all the
times that I stared ahead with
angry, insolent eyes that ques-
tioned any man's right to judge
me because I had decided that I
didn't need anything from any-
one.
A lot of things run though
your mind. You wonder whether
anything can exist without poli-
tics to fuck it all up. You wonder
whether you'll have the neces-
sary acting ability to fake your
way through life. You wonder
whether you have enough self-
respect to walk away
when they
crossed the line.
More than anything else, you
wonder whether the day will
come when you'll become as hol-
low, lifeless and irrelevant as the
rest of them. It was as tricky a
question as determining whether
or not your mind would go on
liv-
ing after your body has died.
They never really tell you these
things, you know? They leave it
all for
you to discover for your-
self.Never again, et cetera
Don Morgenson
Professor Emiretus
The January wind was penetrat-
ingly cold as I stood in one of the
large courtyards of Terezin
Concentration Camp lying
among the muted hills outside
Prague. Above the courtyard
emblazoned in black letters the
sign read: Arbeit Macht Frei. The
stone walls were drenched in the
pain of the 33,456 who died in
Terezin and the 88,202 who were
transported to the death camps in
the East. Most moving was the
thought of 15,000 children
deported from Terezin
(Theresienstadt) to Auschwitz to
die in the gas chambers. In the
painfully beautiful book "I Never
Saw Another Butterfly" you can
find the collected poems and art
work of the children of Terezin.
Genocides have been a con-
stant feature of recent recorded
history but the events in Nazi-
occupied Europe that prompted
the Polish Jewish lawyer Raphael
Lemkin (who lost 49 members of
his family to the Final Solution)
to coin the term "genocide,"
Lemkin hoped that the word
would carry such repugnance the
A rapid-response to
preventing genocides
is needed along with
an international
tribunal to effectively
try criminals.
world would never allow it again.
Responding to Lemkin's sugges-
tion the UN General Assembly
formulated the Genocide
Convention which defines it as:
"Deliberate acts committed with
the intent to destroy a national,
racial, religious or political group
of grounds of the national, racial
origins, religious belief or politi-
cal opinion of its members".
Lofty purposes yet, since its for-
mulation, the UN has . never
invoked its Genocide Convention
(1948) and many presidents of
that self-appointed global cop
have repeatedly ignored genoci-
dal intent.
President Jimmy Carter never
did brand Khmer Rouge with the
term; Ronald Reagan refused to
apply the term to Saddam
Hussein. The first President Bush
refused to apply the term to the
Bosnian Serbs and Bill Clinton
avoided the label for Bosnia and
Rwanda. US Secretary of State
Colin Powell fearlessly used the
term in studying circumstances in
the Sudan, urging Khartoum to
disarm the Janjaweed but know-
ing all along that that same gov-
ernment has funded and armed
the militia committing unspeak-
able atrocities. Even here UN
officials are engaged again in a
bureaucratic two-step saying only
that "They will investigate the
charges".
At least Colin Powell used the
word. . . but genocides have been
ignored, e.g., attacks on the
Bengalis, the Hutus of Burundi,
the Ache Indians of Paraguay, the
wholesale killings of
Kampucheans, East Timorean
Islanders, the Nigerian army
against the Ibos, the Guatemalan
military against Mayan Indians,
the Ethiopian regime against the
peoples of Tigray and Eritrea, the
Iraqi government against the
Kurds, Pakistan against
Chittagong Hill Tract tribes, and
the conflict in Rwanda (Hutus
and Tutsis).
It may be time for a new code
based on the Geneva Convention,
the UN Genocide Convention
and other agreed upon rules of
International Law. There must be
an accountable international
monitoring system supported by
the UN. We also need a perma-
nent multinational War Crimes
and Genocide Tribunal (even
though George Bush has said he
would not recognize its world-
wide mandate) which could
impose
, try
and punish those
leaders/followers found guilty of
violations of the new code. Such
might, too, involve an interna-
tional penal institution where
guilty parties might serve their
sentences.
What is essential, as Pulitzer
Prize winner Samantha Power
points out (A Problem from Hell:
America and the Age of
Genocide) is an international pro-
tection force which could deter
attacks when such a force is
armed and paid for by the major
powers: the goal would be to pro-
tect innocent civilian popula-
tions. While talk of oil embar-
goes,
travel and visa bans and
asset freezes goes on
what is des-
perately needed is the money,
protective UN troops and interna-
tional cooperation to stop the
killings. . . wherever they may
occur.
Only then will Raphael
Lemkin's dream be realized.
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We could stand to
lose a tonne each
Fraser McDonald
Unaddicted
Sitting
in the hospital recover-
ing from jaw surgery last
week, I saw an interesting,
Canadian government-sponsored
ad. Maybe you've seen it too; it
attempts to invoke Canadian
pride, declaring that putting forth
a serious effort to reduce our
yearly energy consumption by
one tonne per person is exactly
the sort of initiative that would
define us as Canadians. I couldn't
agree more.
Few, if any, of us
want our nation to
pursue wealth so
excessively as to
turn blocks and
blocks of downtown
metropolises into
decrepit slums.
Right away it's easy to feel
overwhelmed. One tonne is a lot!
First off, let's look at it in the
right perspective. Even though it
seems to require a huge amount
of sacrifice, I figure making envi-
ronmentally conscious choices
can be a component of living a
more fulfilling life. Instead of
suffering to protect the planet, be
imaginative with how you live,
be creative.
There are a lot of plausible
choices. It only takes a second to
double check the electronics
when leaving the house. Or for
those blessed with their own
vehicle, being honest with your-
self by admitting that you don't
need to drive everywhere.
Deciding to conserve fuel once or
twice a month adds up.
Numerous areas exist where
we can make smarter choices
and, accordingly, achieve marked
improvement. As Canadians, we
should have the courage to think
and act for the sake of people out-
side our immediate relationships.
Do we? Well, one thing's for sure,
we prize altruism, vision and
strength of character. Look who
was voted Greatest Canadian by
CBC audiences, Tommy
Douglas; the revolutionary
thinker who fought to make free
health care the norm.
On the whole, I believe our
ethics are healthy. Given the
opportunity to mull it over, we
choose to idolize individuals with
real values. Few, if any, of us
want our nation to pursue wealth
so excessively as to turn blocks
and blocks of downtown metrop-
olises into decrepit slums where
cops advise you to treat stop
lights as optional once the sun has
set.
But being good people is not
sufficient. Knowing what's right
will not reduce Toronto's child
poverty rate from 1/3 to a
respectable ratio, for example. Of
course, it's unrealistic to expect
all of us to be out championing
change. Nonetheless, we have the
ability to refuse excess.
Take a look around the C-
Spot. Eleven different types of
Kit-Kats, give me a break! Does a
plethora of products improve
life? No, but it's easy to substitute
them for real improvement.
Despite the repeated promises
of the Liberal party to create a
health care system accessible to
all people, it took Tommy
Douglas to come in grab the bull
by the horns and do it. I'm not
bashing Liberals, and I don't nec-
essarily support Douglas's NDP.
It is clear, what Canada needs are
Canadians who are willing to
fight for a safe, warm and inte-
grated society.
With that settled, can we
return to the state of my jaw? In
four days following surgery I lost
15 pounds! Plus, no solids for 6
weeks - quite a drought for a per-
son who loves to eat. Even so, it
hasn't been that hard. This sur-
prised me: how could I go from
constantly fighting off cravings to
eat more when I'm already full to
being content with near starva-
tion and pureed food?
Because I understand the real-
ity of my situation, I can't fight it.
Unless of course I devoted my
entire day to ingesting the neces-
sary calories through the little
syringe I use to get the food in my
swollen mouth. In the same way,
making globally beneficial
changes can be a lot easier than
would be expected, provided we
see it as imperative to do so.
It's definitely time to lower
the voting age in Canada
If politics are seen as petty and boring by the
masses, that gives even more power to the powers
that be
Kendall R. Giberson
Opinion Columnist
There is a growing concern about
the lack of voter turnout in
Canada. Only 62% of eligible
voters cast ballots in the last fed-
eral election, a number which has
been decreasing for the last two
decades. An even greater cause
for alarm is that estimates show
that fewer than 25% of 18 to 30
year-olds even bothered to vote in
the federal election and even
fewer than that turn out for
provincial and municipal elec-
tions.
The concern is that the lack of
electoral participation will per-
meate through the next genera-
tions and whole sectors of the
population will become alienated
from the whole political process.
Without representation, Canadian
policies will only reflect the will
of a few people (some say it does
anyway) who could possibly feel
free to do whatever they wish and
the public will be too apathetic to
notice. Some would argue that
there is a conspiracy among the
political elites to keep people dis-
engaged.
The premise is that if politics
are seen as petty and boring by
the masses, that gives even more
power to the powers that be.
Some feel that the time has
come to lower the voting age in
Canada to 16. I think that this
makes perfect sense. If this
responsibility were extended to
16 and 17 year-olds, it would
greatly benefit the whole demo-
cratic process in Canada.
For one, a sense of civic engage-
ment could be established at an
earlier age.
If polls were set up at
schools, just imagine what the
turnout rate would be (Hey, it
would be an excuse to skip out in
the middle of class!). Who is to
say that this behaviour would not
carry on into adulthood?Also, the
politicians would have to gear
their platforms more toward the
youth, a group currently consid-
ered a non-factor compared to
others such as retired folks in
winning votes. Maybe there
could be a whole new political
party formed to represent the
interests of the under-30 crowd
who are grossly underrepresented
in the policymaking process.
The argument that young peo-
ple do not know enough about the
political world to understand
what is going on is nonsense. I
am sure that many of you were
just as concerned with political
issues in high school as your
folks were, if not more so. Some
of you took civics courses in high
school, but they were not require-
ments like Math and English. In
order to prepare everyone, a
mandatory course for all 15 year-
olds that teaches the basics of
federal, provincial, and municipal
political institutions ought to be
designed in every province and
territory.
I remember the frustration of
being bom two weeks too late to
be able to vote in a federal elec-
tion. That meant for three years,
eleven months and two weeks
after I turned 18, I was paying
taxes to a government that I had
no say in electing to power. I'm
not saying that we should make
16 year-olds pay income taxes,
but at least they will be able to
feel that they had a part in elect-
ing the government that takes a
chunk out of their income every
pay period. It's not like they do
not contribute to the economy.
Who works in fast food restau-
rants? Who works in stores in
malls? Who delivers newspa-
pers? A disproportionate number
of young people who are subject
to laws that they had no control
over.
Right now there is a move-
ment in the House of Commons
to consider lowering the voting
age to 16 and we may see some-
thing actually happen sooner than
later. We would still be a bit
behind the socially progressive
country of Iran (?! ), which allows
a voting age of 15!
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Student Life
Laurier entrepreneur over Knight
Business graduate, Stuart Knight, takes flight in his
own production company and play titled Decide
JENNIFER ASSELIN
Student Life Editor
A
friendship slut is someone
who's friends with a lot of
people. You're not too shy to walk
up to a stranger and start a con-
versation and you certainly don't
mind being left alone in a room
full of people you don't know.
This idea of the friendship
slut is just one of the many new
concepts Stuart Knight of Knight
Flight Productions introduces his
audiences to every Saturday night
in a Queen Street loft in down-
town Toronto.
"Decide," the self proclaimed
"play-party" that takes motiva-
tional speaking to a whole new
level, was first conceptualized by
Knight in 2004, eight years after
he graduated from Laurier's
School of Business.
Some might see it as a strange
contrast - Laurier Business grad-
uate turned actor - however, it
was a natural decision made by
Knight who had always been on
stage before he came to universi-
ty. "It wasn't a big Eureka
moment."
While at Laurier, Knight was
part of the very first production
of Fashion 'n Motion as the MC,
a member of First Year Council,
an Ice Breaker and was a volun-
teer of the board of Student
Activities, better known as the A-
Team.
After graduating Knight took
a nine to five job but couldn't
handle the constraint and eventu-
ally ended up taking a job with
CAN:BAIA (Canadian Artists
Network: Black Artists in
Action). He was able to work out
a schedule that worked for him
however still wasn't liking his
job, "So I took out all of my
mutual funds, a whole $4,000,
and started my company."
He began by turning his moti-
vational speeches aimed at
teenagers, into a three-man show
titled "A Whole New
Perspective".
After three national tours and
seven years of performing the
show, Knight started looking into
new creative outlets. "I was out in
the trenches observing adults in a
really interesting way," he says.
"Adults were getting just as
excited about this stuff as
teenagers."
Knight's creative energy
flowed as his current play
"Decide," came into fruition.
What once was a two-person
speech turned into an eight-man
show and now exists as a six per-
son play which includes music,
interpretive dance and slam poet-
ry.
The play takes place in a loft
and after the show the audience is
encouraged to mingle with other
audience members as well as the
cast as they have a free drink pro-
vided by the Company, all for the
low price of $20.
The play is centred on the
notion that with every decision
that you make comes a new situ-
ation; You decide your fate.
Essentially the play does not
have a target audience. "As soon
as you graduate from the Laurier
Business
program it's friggin'
ingrained in your brain - you
need a target market but we have
everyone from an 80 year old
black guy to a 14 year old white
girl," says Knight.
Although the concept may
sound hokey, the play definitely
appeals to an adult audience as it
discusses relationships, the con-
cept of love, fears and challenges
people face. Knight says that the
play seems to be attracting young
business people age 25 - 40. "We
live in a society that says we're
supposed to attain this and they
attain it and they're still not happy
and they're almost feeling pissed
off about it," explains lOiight.
This is why people are coming
out on Saturday nights, to try and
find some answers.
The one thing Knight wishes
people to take away from the
show is, "that feeling of being in
control," he says."It frustrates
me that people seem to live their
life as if it's being dictated by oth-
ers."
After talking to Knight for
just an hour, his positive energy
encompasses you to seek change
and find the best that's within
you. "People can always do way
more than they think they can,"
says Knight. "Everyone chooses
their own adventure. Everyone
does it in different ways, they just
have to decide."
Contributed Photo
Laurier Honours Business graduate Stuart Knight, helps motivate
both the young and old through speeches as well as his own play.
Get involved in campus clubs
VERONICA HUGHES
Staff Writer
There's a problem: you're a big
fan of sci-fi movies, but your
roommates are into romantic
comedies. So the TV is always
being hoarded with movies like
Pretty Woman and The Wedding
Planner. What can you do? Well,
the SKIFFY Club might be the
place for you.
Under the banner of Laurier
Campus Clubs run by the
Students' Union, SKIFFY is just
one of the many clubs for Laurier
students offering diverse activi-
ties and interests to be enjoyed
and explored. SKIFFY meets in
the 24 hour lounge every week-
end for sci-fi movie marathons
and accoruing to John Lintzeris,
Coordinator of Campus Clubs,
SKIFFY is one of several popu-
lar clubs on the Laurier scene.
He feels campus clubs are
essential to the Laurier communi-
ty. "[A campus club] offers stu-
dents diverse opportunities to
participate in a group they can
relate to. Students might not nec-
essarily get those kinds of oppor-
tunities if we didn't have campus
clubs."
Opportunities given by clubs
such as Culinary Arts, Laurier
Kayaking and LASALAS (Latin
Association) can't be found any-
where else on campus. For exam-
ple, the Kayaking club goes row-
ing every Sunday in the AC pool,
and LASALAS offers Latin
dance lessons in the Turret.
"[Campus clubs] are a way
for students to learn new things
about their school, community,
their identity," says Lintzeris.
Other clubs also offer oppor-
tunities to explore volunteering,
such as Habitat for Humanity, or
services to become familiar with
professors and peers in your
department, such as the Political
Science Association and XLER-
ATE (first years developing skills
for school and the business
world).
The Ski and Snowboard Club,
according to Lintzeris, is one of
the most inquired about, and the
Laurier Christian Fellowship
draws a strong membership base.
The 2004 Campus Club
award was given to ABS:
Association of B.L.A.C.K.
(Bringing Love and Culture to
Kitchener-Waterloo) students.
This past November they organ-
ized an impressive Laurier Idol
event.
Some of the new clubs that
have come out this year are
Revolutionary Knitters, Falun
Dafa, Best Buddies, Tennis Club
and the Equestrian Club.
Estimates suggest that there are
as many as 2,300 Laurier stu-
dents who are members of a cam-
pus club, meaning over 20 per-
cent of the Laurier population are
involved.
Contributed Photo
Laurier's Campus Clubs website is up and running for anyone interested in joining some of the innova-
tive new clubs. Pictured is a photo from the Culinary Club's website.
He Said/ She Said
Dear He Said/She Said,
My best friend has been going out
with her boyfriend for five years
now. He's the first and only guy
she's been with. The problem is
that I hate him and now they are
talking about moving in together
and eventually getting married.
This guy is a pretty big jerk. If
we go out, he makes sure that we
don't end up at the same bars and
he hates it if we go to the same
place he is. He doesn't really pay
much attention to her and from
time to time I've heard him say
some pretty mean stuff to her.
On the other hand, she makes
him seem like a saint. She talks
about all the sweet stuff he says
to her and how he's the one that
always brings up marriage.
If I tell her I don't like him, I
fear I'll lose my best friend
because she'll choose him over
me. But if I don't say anything, I
will feel guilty for letting her get
married to a jerk. What should I
do?
Sincerely,
Fed up
Personally I don't think I'd care if
He Said...
DAN ROTH
my fiancee's best friend didn't
like me. I would probably just
think she's overreacting. As a
guy, trust me when I say there's
no point in going to the
boyfriend. Especially if he knows
he's not liked by you.
I would imagine your best
friend would be open to your
opinion.
You are going to have to give
specific examples of why you
don't approve of her boyfriend
though; it's going to take a lot for
her to change her mind and not
move in with him or eventually
get married.
I'm sure she would be open to
listening to you; I don't think you
would be at risk of jeopardizing
the friendship.
If both people don't care
about your advice, and they move
in together etc., at least you can
say "I told you so" if it doesn't
work out.
She Said...
LAURIE VANDENHOFF
Wow, you're in a tough spot
that's for sure. Maybe you should
try talking to him first. It's a
tough approach, and a little bit
risky, but I don't think you can
just stand by and watch your
friend take this abuse.
Also tell her your concerns. I
wouldn't say
that
you think they
should break it off but maybe it
will help her realize that the way
he's treating her isn't normal.
This is her first relationship,
she may be afraid of losing this
guy, thinking she may be too
old
to find anyone else. Which
is
completely false.
I know you're afraid of loos-
ing the friendship but you'll be
less of a friend if you stand by
and let your friend be hurt by
his
behaviour.
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Love Life
Valentine's Day gifts for the average student
The Cordpicks its top gifts to give to both that
special guy and that special girl you've been
dating or want to date or just plain stalk
JOANNE SPANNINGA
StaffWriter
Regardless
of whether you
love or hate Valentine's
Day, if you are having some sort
of relationship with anyone
beyond the boundaries of friend-
ship, you need to consider the
possibility that this day, dedicated
to romance and forced thought-
fulness, could be detrimentally
significant to your feelings.
In fact, it could make or break
you and your relationship as a
whole.
Think about it this way, even
the person who says that they
hate the holiday might not mind a
small gift, but for the partner who
sees this day as a meaningful
occasion dedicated to the expres-
sion of deep emotion, you might
want to cover your ass and put in
a little effort, just in case.
The following is a list, nicely
categorized, of those gifts consid-
ered to be both tried, true and
beyond.
For Him
Thrifty - Mix CD
Go through all of the songs which
you consider to be "yours." They
might listen to it, and they might
not, but if you're short on cash
and you don't want to buy some-
thing tacky that they have to dis-
play or pretend to use, go with the
burnt mix CD, it's a classic.
Girls have been doing this
since elementary school, and it's
still a popular way to express
affection and sentimentality.
Pricey - Video Game or DVD
There are not too many guys who
will deny that there is a special
little place in their heart reserved
for the girl who understands that
video games are a socially
embraced and acceptable pas-
time.
If you feel like you're in com-
petition with his Xbox as it is,
buy a game like Mario Tennis or
Killer Instinct, not excessively
challenging games that you can
play together.
Traditionally Romantic
You can research it if you want
to. I did, and this day traditional-
ly was a holiday for men to write
handwritten greetings of affec-
tion to the ladies they wished to
court. You're off the hook; take it
easy because your job is done.
It's a holiday intended solely for
spoiling women.
What's Hot? - Endless
Possibilities
Alright so it's not a mystery that
he'll love anything in this catego-
ry, nor is it a mystery why. Just
walk through the doors of La
Senza or the Stag Shop and
something will inspire you. Be it
classic lacy or racy underwear, or
feathers, blindfolds and hand-
cuffs, you know him better than
anyone. Use your imagination
and don't be shy, you really can't
go wrong.
For Her
Thrifty - Dinner
Learn to cook, boys. Though you
might already do it every now
and then, take it to the next level.
If you usually spoil her with
KD, make Spaghetti and if you
usually make steak, make it bet-
ter. Add some romantic music
and a few candles. Pick up a sin-
gle flower from the grocery store
and put it anywhere on the table,
anything that shows that you put
some thought into the gift is a
romantic success.
Pricey - Jewellery
That's right, the sparkly stuff will
do it every time. As a rule of
thumb, not too many girls are
thrilled with yellow gold, and
rings are usually a bad idea since
they tend to mean more to some
than others.
Bracelets, necklaces, and ear-
rings usually go over well but
keep it simple.
Traditionally Romantic - Roses
and a Restaurant
Not too much imagination
required but it still shows you
know what the holiday is about.
Some people aren't so fond of
roses so choose something you
know they like. Remember to
make reservations for dinner
though; there's nothing like an
hour waiting at the bar for a table
to inspire sentimentality.
What's Hot? - Lingerie
Girls love lingerie but it's a
touchy subject. Buy a gift certifi-
cate if you need to, but don't
force her into something that
she's not comfortable with.
Black is a standard colour, and
try to get something that covers
areas that you know she's self
conscious of.
To love or not to love
Veronica Hughes
Jessica Peters
Staff Writer
I cannot deny that Valentine's
Day really is just an over market-
ed "Love Day" to boost sales in
the usual post-Christmas retail
slump.
The sale of chocolates, bears
with hearts bearing the phrase "I
wuv u," Valentines and cinnamon
hearts, are all done in the celebra-
tion of love. This makes most
people, single or attached, groan
over the prospect of being alone
and not receiving a heart shaped
box of chocolates, or having to
buy their significant other a
cheesy gift they could possibly
hate. But I think it's time people
stop looking at the holiday in
such a commercialized light and
start to remember a time of fun
Valentine's Days and ways to cel-
ebrate that you think represent
slove and friendship.
One of my first Valentine's
Day memories was in Grade 2,
making paper bag mail boxes
decorated with hearts and stick-
ers. Then there was the excite-
ment of receiving numerous
Valentines decorated with Care
Bears and Ninja Turtles and if
you were lucky your teacher
would hand out chocolates or lol-
lipops.
The 14th doesn't have to
revolve completely around cou-
ples and being attached, it should
revolve around the idea of appre-
ciating important people in your
life and showing them you value
all they do for you.
This Valentine's Day show
your gratitude and love for your
roommates, significant other,
family and friends. Go see a
movie with your friends, call
your parents (don't ask for
money), make heart shaped cook-
ies for yourself, or grab some
drinks with your old floor and
catch up. It's not all about the
chocolates or cheaply made heart
shaped goods; it's about letting
the ones you care about know
how much they mean to you.
Staff Writer
Nothing says love to me like a red
velvet, heart-shaped box of deli-
cious Laura Secord chocolates.
Wait, no it doesn't.
Valentine's Day is bad enough
when you're single. Do you real-
ly need a reminder of how bitter
and horribly alone you are? No
need to worry, there's that
unavoidable holiday that comes
every year just to rub it right in
your face.
Clearly, you are nothing with-
out that special someone. So, big
guy, grab the only one that cares
about you - alcohol - and drink
yourself to sleep (you sure as Hell
aren't getting any tonight).
And, dare I say it, being in a
relationship during this "season
of love" is even worse. It sounds
like a good idea: a whole holiday
devoted to expressing your love
and, well, devotion.
When it comes down to it,
though, the typical Valentine's
Day view of love is so bas-
tardized. According to the tenets
of V-Day, a true expression of
love is giving large amounts of
material goods. Apparently, flow-
ers and chocolates, pink and red
junk, and mushy greeting cards
are real love.
Valentine's Day discourages
expressions of love throughout
the year by its very existence.
Why show or tell someone how
much they mean to you at any
other time through the year, when
there's a holiday dedicated to just
that?
When it comes down to it,
Valentine's Day is a hypocritical
holiday. It declares love while
pushing a blatantly commercial
agenda, and can make anyone -
the single or the taken - quite
Unhappy.
No excuses, you don't even have to
leave campus for these ones
ASHLEY ROSE
Staff Writer
Does the thought of stepping off
campus for more than just beer
bring fear to your life? When
faced with that troublesome bus
schedule do you crumble to the
ground? Well this Valentine's
Day you don't have to go far to
find the perfect gift.
Item: Heart shaped shortbread
cookie with jam filling - $1.61
Where to find it: Second Cup
For less then a toonie you can
charge these delicious treats to
your OneCard, buy one for your-
self and one for your mate and
you can both share in this fun
alternative to the extravagant gift.
Item: Tickets to see FAME: The
Musical - $10
Where to find it: The Concourse
This show is being performed
before Valentine's but everyone
loves to get a gift in advance.
Showing on February 10, 11 and
12, there are many opportunities
to get out and see a great show.
Just don't forget to say something
on the real day.
Item: Magnetic Poetry Kit -
$29.95
Where tofind it: The Bookstore
With different editions ranging
from erotic to love, this fun gift
can be naughty or nice. Inside the
colourful box are 400 words and
word fragments for many poetic
possibilities.
Item: Message in a Bottle -
$12.95
Where tofind it: The Bookstore
With colourful glass bound
together and hanging with a bot-
tle at the end, these classy yet fun
decorations can hold a little mes-
sage saying just how much you
care. Whether it's just the classic
"I love you" or "Friends
Forever," who doesn't want a lit-
tle note that says you care? Hang
it from their bedroom light and
surprise them when they get
home from class.
Item: Charity Ball Tickets -
$45.00
Where to find it: The Concourse
Get all dressed up and share in
this magical night on the town, as
an extra bonus it's in support of
the Canadian Mental Health
Association. The event is on
March 5 and will include a mag-
nificent dinner and dancing.
Dinnerconsists of salad and your
choice of entree, topped off with
a delicious white chocolate
cheese cake.
Item: Classic Stuffed Animal
ranging from $2.99 to $24.99
Where tofind it: The C-Spot
Nobody can go wrong with the
classic stuffed animal gift, and
with a broad range of prices
you're sure to find something
perfect, even if it is just the oink-
ing pig for $2.99. Anything soft
and huggable will be a big hit.
Love, food... food, love
LAURIE SADOWSKI
Food Critic
Here is a small list I've compiled
of food-related fun with your sig-
nificant other this V-day.
1. Fondue is never a don't. Melt
some semi-sweet chocolate chips,
dip in some fresh fruit and lov-
ingly feed each other. Finger lick-
ing is appropriate.
2. Go out to dinner. A common
idea, but for student-friendly
prices try lunch instead, brunch
on Sunday or The Lotus Tea
House (student special for $6). Or
go
out for dessert and a drink at
any local upscale restaurant' (I
recommend Hannah's Bistro,
Symposium and Ali Baba's).
3. Make a meal together. Hands
brushing together in the mixing
bowls, having flour 'fights' and
the clean-up are just screaming
"Lets make out!"
4. Make fortune cookies and put
in "I love you," "I like you" or "I
want you" messages. Check out
this recipe for the know-how:
http://cookie.allrecipes.com/az/F
ortuneCkslll.asp
I can't imagine a Valentine's day
more perfect with my two
favourite, things.... my beau and
food.
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In light of Valentine's Day. what is the best
pick-up line you've neard, used
or had used on you?
DAN MCBRIDE
FOURTH YEAR
COMMUNICATIONS
"Nice legs, can I
use them as a
scarf?"
JENN HARTMAN
FIFTH YEAR
FILM & COMMUNICATIONS
"I like your pants.
They'd look better
on my bedroom
floor."
JESSICA ESPLEN
FOURTH YEAR
COMMUNICATIONS & POLITICAL SCIENCE
"Did it hurt? When
you
fell from
heaven." And
"Remember my
name, you'll be
screaming it later."
BREANNE DRENNAN
SECOND YEAR
POLITICAL SCIENCE
"Is that a minor in
your pocket, 'cus I
can see myself in
your pants."
ASHLEIGH HUGHES
FOURTH YEAR
SOCIOLOGY
"Hey doyou have
the time? No, well
come to my
apartment and I'll
tell you."
ALLYSON ROY
THIRD YEAR
BUSINESS
"Is it hot in here or
is it just you?" And
"Can I call my
mom and tell her
I've met the girLof
my dreams?"
Horoscopes
Happy Bday Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. !8)
Having too many things on the go will
prevent you from truly enjoying your
birthday. Try and finish up any work
before you go out and celebrate, you
won't feel like doing it afterwards and
the last thing you need is to be further
behind.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) p®'
Something you do is going to earn you
much respect. Either from your peers
or your close circle of friends. Either
way your generosity will not go unno-
ticed. Overall you are going to have a
good week, enjoy as much of it as pos-
sible.
Luckiest day: February 14
j Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 2!) 4 "||
You must trust your intuition this week.
Even when things seem negative you
must keep working to achieve your
goal. You will succeed in your projects
if that is your intention. Don't let other
people's negative energy effect you.
Luckiest day: February 11
Sagittarius (Nov 22-Oec. 21)
'
* j
You must not spend any
extra money. A surprise bill may sur-
face and you don't want to be left with-
out funds. Budget carefully. Better days
are ahead, you will just have to keep
working on your goals until things start
happening naturally.
Luckiest day: February 11
Clipric®riB (Dec. 22-jart. 19) , -C
M|| A%Jjj
If you are feeling depressed try and
remember something you did in your
childhood that made you happy. As silly
as it may seem it will make you feel bet-
ter to do something fun, even juvenile.
Better days are ahead.
Luckiest day: February 10
[Aquarius (jar, 20-Feb. 18)
I ts:il
You are going to have to really trust
your intuition. People around you are
going to be manipulative over the next
while. Don't be bothered by anything
negative someone may tell you, they
are only jealous of you.
Luckiest day: February 10
! Pisces (Feb. ! 9-Mar. 20) f' J
I. *
A new friendship could start to mani-
fest. Someone who you would not
expect to have anything in common
with you could turn out to be a very
good friend. So be open to meeting
new people. Don't dwell on the past.
Luckiest day: February 15
MM
A chain of events will put everything
into perspective for you. Don't be dis-
couraged by negativity or broken prom-
ises. You know who you can trust with
any problems you may be struggling
with.
Luckiest day: February 14
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20) ~ |||
&
- 'V
You are going to have to be careful
financially over the next while. Things
may not be as they seem and you
could end up losing something impor-
tant to you. Don't be discouraged by
any challenges, but try to learn from
them.
Luckiest day: February 10
Gemini (May 2 I-June 2 I j §' jmsK
You are going to have to monitor your
finances. You are going to be stable
financially for the next while. Make sure
you don't purchase anything you don't
need. Keep looking towards your
goals, you will soon achieve them.
Luckiest day: February 11
' Cancer (June 22-juiy 22)
You may be forced
to make some type
of decision this week. Make sure you
look at all of your options before you
decide. Don't hesitate to seek advice
from friends, they will do their best to
help you out.
Luckiest day: February 14
leo (July 2.3-August 22)
You are going to be stuck in the middle
of a situation where you are going to
chose sides between friends. Do what
is best for you, buy don't hurt anyone
intentionally. Everything will work out.
Better days are not far off.
Luckiest day: February 15
Wirgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
If you are confused about a situation or
an issue you will have
to wait for an
answer. There are people around who
are willing to help you, but you must
ask for assistance. Don't be fooled by
people who are only out for them-
selves.
Luckiest day: February 13
Daniel Roth is a Journalism. gradu-
ate of Conestoga College and is cur-
rently a Communication Studies
student at Wilj'rid Laurier. He has
studiedAstrology and other topics
of that genre j"01 almost ten years.
Foodforthought
LAURIE SADOWSKI
Food Critic
Enough of this formal dining.
This week, I wanted variety.
Surprise mom and dad and show
them how healthy you can be. Go
get shloshed with your friends
with a huge drink list. Bring your
six kids on Wednesday's kids'
night. Get an array of choices at
decent prices. Go to Mongolian
Grill.
Situated in the plaza with
well-known eats such as East
Side Mario's, Curry in a Hurry,
and Seoul Soul, Mongolian Grill
attracts a lot of hungry university
students who want the eat-til-
you-wanna-die option.
Drinks
Because of their extensive marti-
ni list, I ordered the Chocolate
Hazelnut Martini ($6.02 daily
except $4.30 on Monday), which
had Vanilla Twist vodka, white
creme de cacao and frangelico.
Very good, but not really a hazel-
nutty taste. My guest ordered
from the Frozen Specialty menu
and went for the Frozen Mudslide
($5.35), a smoothie-like drink
with ice cream, Kahlua and
Bailey's. He said "yum," I said
"mediocre."
Appetizer
So who gets an appetizer at
Mongolian Grill? Probably no
one because of that buffet. So I
thought, "I'll take one for the
team," and went for it. We got
JB's Mongolian Grill Starter
Platter for a mere $12.95. It was
huge. Definitely good for a
Monday night when you are
downing martinis but not chow-
ing on the buffet.
The chicken satay was very
sweet and tender, whereas the
beef satay had a citrus zing. The
breaded calamari wasn't too
greasy; it almost seemed baked.
The. rice wraps were thin and
served cold, which was how they
are supposed to be prepared, but
slightly unpleasant. Our favourite
by far was the Mongolian Rolls,
reminiscent of egg rolls with
greasy goodness (comes both
veggie, curry-like and chicken,
very sweet). I suggest sticking
with just the Mongolian Rolls as
a separate appetizer. The three
dipping sauces, garlic parmesan,
plum and pepper Thai, were all
very delicious.
The Buffet
$14.95 for unlimited, $12.95 for
one trip.
The Grill is known for their
extensive buffet. You go up,
choose your veggies, noodles,
meats, sauces, oils and spices,
and they throw it onto a huge grill
and saute it before your eyes
using these clickity-clack tricks
of the trade. Pretty marvellous
watching these cooks.
Choices:
Vegetables include broccoli,
onion, mushrooms, bok choy,
chickpeas, sugarsnap peas, car-
rots, zucchini, garlic, bean
sprouts, green pepper and toma-
toes. Meats include chicken,
pork, beef and sausage. There is
also tofu, shrimp, calamari and a
"catch of the day." An array of
spices are available for your lik-
ing, as well as different oils and
sauces to suit your needs. In addi-
tion, there are noodle varieties to
add to this stirfry creation, all
your own.
There is also a salad bar, and
two available soups (I tried the
Thai with Portobello - delicious).
In addition, you get unlimited
rice and wraps to compliment
your meal.
Dessert
Room for dessert? After a buffet?
No, there wasn't. But we got the
Decadent Brownie ($4.75) any-
way. A huge delicious brownie,
tasting similar to that in the
brownie sundae at DQ, topped
with three sco'ops of French
vanilla ice cream and a whole
bunch of chocolate and strawber-
ry sauce and whipped cream.
Decadent? Oh yeah.
Wowee! I ate my face off, and I
sure regretted it the next day.
Monday nights are martini
nights and Wednesday is kids'
night.
While we were there, we were
entertained by Darryl, a magician
who graced our table a couple
times (he is there on Saturday
too), and was delightful. After
that martini, however, he was
incredible.
Contributed Photo
Mongolian Grill is a great choice
for anyone who likes seconds.
12 Student Life
Wednesday February 9, 2005 - The Cord Weekly
H:pvet»fo.siudo.n!s
R«B, HOUSE ana
BO'S
TODAYS HITS.
Graat houses! New loft suites! location 3(MHeet to
caucus!
I
• 4,5, and 6 Bedroom houses # Kitchen - open concept, ceramics, breakfast bar I
• Great location 300 feet from campus # New appliances I
• Brand New lofts, 4 and 5 bedroom o High efficiency gas furnace I
• Large common areas and bedrooms # Air conditioning I
• Free in suite laundry # 2 full bathrooms with ceramics in each unit I
• Dishwasher • High speed internet/cable in each bedroom I
—■ student living I
Student._
®
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houses .ca the wa
.
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QUALITY STUDENT RENTALS
should be... I
! / 7 ' - 5 1 /
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i
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*when we do your taxes Not a valid coupon.
""/JJ
■g: ; ..C- 't.T
Get a coupon for a free Domino's Pizza with
student tax preparation.
Come in today or call I-800-HRBLOCK
Offer good at participating H&R Block offices in Canada, from February <1, 2005 to May 2, 2005. Pizza coupon given with any purchase of student tax preparation service at $29.95 per student. Pizza coupon valid for a medium one-topping pizza at participating Domino's locations.
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Black· 
Laurier Ce(ef>ra+es .B(a 
African Roots: looking back 
RUBEN GU-KONU 
Cord Features 
Sadly, many have absolutely no clue about the continent that quite possibly 
originated mankind and most certainly blacks. Knowledge of the civil move-
ments that have freed blacks from slavery and segregation is of great value but 
knowing about Africa, its history, its struggles and especially its current state is 
equally as valuable if not more so. 
The involvement of today's black folks and particularly young blacks in 
African affairs is vital. Blacks in North America should push for far more lever-
age when it comes to what their respective governments are doing in regards to 
policies affecting the African continent. Black boys and girls should not just 
learn about slavery and segregation but also about the African origins of their 
ancestors. Young blacks should not have to take specific courses at the post-
secondary level to learn about apartheid and great black leaders such as Haile 
Selassie and Nelson Mandela. 
During Black History Month, Black leaders here in North America emphasize 
that all Blacks are the same and should be one. If that is to take place, if all 
blacks should be the same, whether they are in Kinshasa, Congo; Accra, 
Ghana; Oakland, California; or Lawrencetown, Nova Scotia, they should all 
have knowledge of the past, present and future of what is taking place in Africa. 
As Black History month approaches, I urge all young blacks to celebrate their 
ethnicity and to increase their knowledge and awareness of where it all began: 
Africa. 
RYAN BURKE 
Cord Features 
Someone once asked me, "What is the purpose of Black History Month and 
when does it begin for me?'' Had I known then what I know now, my response 
would have been a lot different. After years of celebrating Black History Month 
in Canada, I've come to realize that many of us learn as well as appreciate and 
commemorate the struggles black people before us went through in order to 
give us the opportunities we have 
today. The trouble with this is that 
we focus only on America. 
Unfortunately, we tend to overlook 
and overshadow the struggles that 
"1(now your liistory ancf you 
took place during the middle pas-
sage, the rebellions, revolutions, 
and creativity in the Americas and 
Africa. 
Battles such as the ones led by Nanny of the Maroons against the British in 
Jamaica, the Morant Bay Rebellion of 1865 led by Paul Bogle, the legendary 
Leaper's Peak in Grenada, where many jumped to their deaths in order to 
escape slavery, the battle on the slave ship Amistad, and others are examples of 
the struggles invoked. 
There are also many black historical events within Canada, such as the first 
recorded black man, Mathieu DaCosta, whom the Dutch used as a translator in 
order to communicate with the Micmac; the abolishment of slavery by the 
British in 1833; the creation of Baptists churches in Nova Scotia; the Black 
Loyalist Communities in Nova Scotia, the first ever Black History Month 
Celebration in 1969 and people like Ruth Bailey, Lincoln Alexander, Dr. 
Anderson Ruffin Abbott, William Hall and many others who achieved great 
awards and accomplishments that we can all be proud of. 
So far, I've mentioned movements as well as notable individuals and 
groups. The creativity and learning stem mainly from Africa. The battles men-
tioned were usually conducted the way that groups in Africa would prepare for 
battle. For instance, many of the Maroons came from the Ashanti tribe, locat-
ed in Ghana. Before every battle the Maroons would sound the drums to let 
everyone know that a battle was about to occur. 
During the Underground Railroad, songs contained encoded messages help-
ing to guide slaves to the northern states and Canada to freedom. The Harlem 
Renaissance allowed blacks to express themselves through various forms of 
art, leading to the rise of radical African-American intellectuals and encour-
aged African-Americans to celebrate their heritage. 
I'm not asking that you forget about the struggles and accomplishments of 
leaders such as Dr. King, Malcolm X, Huey Newton, Angela Davis and others 
but rather to understand that without the struggles and accomplishments of 
those before them, their ideas would have never been accepted, much less 
heard and considered. So now I too pose the question that someone once asked 
me, "What is the purpose of Black History Month and when does it begin for 
you?" · 
-Jlfrican 
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i s t m : F e a t u f e :  
.B ( a c ( (  H i s t o r v  M o n t h  
A n  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  h i s t o r i a n ,  P r o f e s s o r  H u g h  T r e v o r - R o p e r  o n c e  s a i d  t h a t  
" p e r h a p s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  s o m e  A f r i c a n  h i s t o r y  t o  t e a c h .  B u t  a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  i s  n o n e ;  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  E u r o p e a n s  i n  A f r i c a .  
T h e  r e s t  i s  d a r k n e s s  . . .  a n d  d a r k n e s s  i s  n o t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h i s t o r y . "  
I n  t h i s  w e e k ' s  f e a t u r e ,  t h r e e  B l a c k  s t u d e n t s  a t  W L U  c e l e b r a t e  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  
M o n t h  - a  h i s t o r y  s h r o u d e d  i n  d a r k n e s s ,  b u t  a l s o  f i l l e d  w i t h  h o p e  a n d  l i g h t .  
L o o k i n g  Ah~ad: M a k i n g  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  
L A U R E N  T H O M P S O N  
C o r d  F e a t u r e s  
I t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  b l a c k  h i s t o r y  c o m e s  b u t  o n e  m o n t h  o f  
t h e  y e a r .  I t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  a s  a  y o u n g  b l a c k  f e m a l e  t h i s  i s  t h e  
t i m e  o f  y e a r  t h a t  t r u e  r e f l e c t i o n  i s  t a k e n  o n  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  b e f o r e  
a s  w e l l  a s  a f t e r  m y  b i r t h  t h a t  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  b e  t h e  p e r s o n  I  a m  t o d a y  a n d  p o s -
s e s s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  I  a m  a b l e  t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f .  
I t  h a s  b e c o m e  s o r t  o f  a  c l i c h e  b u t  b l a c k  h i s t o r y  s h o u l d  b e  c e l e b r a t e d  e v e r y  
d a y  o f  o u r  l i v e s  n o t  s i m p l y  d u r i n g  a  d e s i g n a t e d  t i m e  p e r i o d .  R e f l e c t i o n  a l l o w s  
u s  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  w h a t  b l a c k s  h a v e  t o d a y ,  n o t  m a t e r i a l i s t i c a l l y  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  
r e g a r d s  t o  a c c e s s  s u c h  a s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  H o w e v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  
i s  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  M o n t h ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  n o t  t o  r e f l e c t  u p o n  t h e  p a s t  
b u t  t o  l o o k  t o w a r d  t h e  f u t u r e .  
A  d r e a m  s t i l l  u n r e a l i z e d  
S o m e  i n d i v i d u a l s  m i g h t  b e  u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  b l a c k s  h a v e  c o m e  a  
l o n g  w a y ,  w h i c h  i s  t r u e ,  b u t  i t  m u s t  a l s o  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  m u c h  
p r o g r e s s  t o  b e  m a d e .  T h i s  s p e a k s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  n e e d  f o r  b l a c k  h i s -
u i ) o u  w i [ [  a [ w a y s  6 e  w i s e .  
~an P r o v e r 6  
t o r y  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  s t r i d e s  t h a t  
1 1  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e  s o  f a r  i n  t h e  
p r o g r e s s  o f  b l a c k s  i n  s o c i e t y  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d ,  n o t  j u s t  i n  
N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  t o  b e  c e l e b r a t e d  
w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  m e a s u r i n g  
t h e  c r i t e r i a  s e t  f o r t h  b y  o u r  a n c e s -
t o r s  t o  j u d g e  w h e t h e r  w . e  h a v e  m e t  
t h e  g o a l s  o f  e q u a l i t y  d e t e r m i n e d  
p r i o r .  
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  v o c a l  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  R i g h t s  
M o v e m e n t  w a s  D r .  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  J r .  w h o  i n  h i s  s p e e c h  " I  H a v e  a  D r e a m , "  
s o u g h t  e q u a l i t y  i n  s o c i e t y  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  j u d g m e n t  f o u n d e d  o n  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c o l o u r  o f  s k i n .  T h i s  h a s  i n  f a c t  y e t  t o  b e  a c h i e v e d  s i n c e  h i s  s p e e c h  
4 2  y e a r s  a g o .  T h i s  i s  e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h  T o r o n t o ' s  r e c e n t  p r o b l e m s  o f  r a c i a l  p r o -
f i l i n g  a m o n g  i t s  p o l i c e  f o r c e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o b v i o u s  l a c k  o f  b l a c k  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  
t o p  c o r p o r a t e  p o s i t i o n s  d e s p i t e  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  o f  q u a l i f i e d  p r o s p e c t s .  
T~e i m a g e  o f  B l a c k s  i n  t h e  m e d i a  
T h e  i m a g e  o f  b l a c k s  p r o p a g a t e d  b y  t h e  m a s s  m e d i a  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p l a c e  b l a c k s  a t · ·  
a  d i s a d v a n t a g e  w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  B l a c k  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  T e l e v i s i o n  a n d  i t s  
c o n v e y i n g  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b l a c k s  a s  m o n e y - h u n g r y ,  s e x - a d d i c t e d ,  E b o n i e s -
s l i n g i n g ,  m u s i c a l l y - i n c l i n e d  b e i n g s  w i t h  t h e  o d d  e d u c a t e d  n e w s c a s t e r  t h a t  
a c c o u n t s  f o r  a b o u t  f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  i t s  p r o g r a m m i n g ,  i f  t h a t .  I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  
s t e r e o t y p e s  a c c o u n t  f o r  a  s m a l l  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  b l a c k s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y  a n d  t h i s  
n e g a t i v e  s t e r e o t y p e  e x i s t s  w i t h i n  a l l  r a c e s  b u t  s e e m s  t o  b e  e m p h a s i z e d  w i t h i n  
t h e  b l a c k  c o m m u n i t y  d u e  t o  a  l a c k  o f  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  m a s s  m e d i a  a n d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  
i t s  c o n t e n t .  T h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  b l a c k s  a r e  e d u c a t e d ,  c r e a t i v e  a n d  
c o m m u n i t y - a c t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i k e  m y s e l f  a n d  m y  f e l l o w  p e e r s  a t  t h i s  i n s t i t u -
t i o n .  
L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  p r o g r e s s  m a d e  t h u s  f a r  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  o f  b l a c k s  t o d a y  i t  i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  m a n y  m o r e  s t e p s  a r e  t o  b e  m a d e  b e f o r e  w e  a t t a i n  t h e  g o a l s  s e t  o u t  b y  D r .  
K i n g .  S o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  r e m a i n s ,  w h e r e  w o u l d  I  l i k e  t o  s e e  b l a c k s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e ?  
I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  b l a c k s  o n  e q u a l  f o o t i n g  a s  t h o s e  o f  E u r o p e a n  d e s c e n t .  
I d e a l l y  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  a  w o r l d  w h e r e  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  . r a c e  i s  n o n - e x i s t e n t  
a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  d o e s ·  n o t  p l a y  a  r o l e  w i t h i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  s o c i e t y  a t  a l l .  
H o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  n a t u r a l l y  r a c i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  s t e r e o t y p e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  
t o  p e r s i s t  a n d  I  h o p e  t h a t  s o m e  t i m e  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  w e  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e  n u m e r o u s  s t e r e o t y p e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  t o  k e e p  
m y  c o m m u n i t y  i n  p o v e r t y  a n d  a t  a  d i s a d v a n t a g e  a r e  w r o n g  a n d  a l l o w  u s  t o  
b e c o m e  i n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  f l o u r i s h  w i t h i n  s o c i e t y .  
1 5  
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Sports
Confident ladies plow into playoffs
Rams keep it close but G-Hawks
pull away to clinch second place
in OUA West, now 14 - 4 on the
season with one left
MARK HOPKINS
Staff Writer
4 6T 112 we play our game, no one
JLcan beat us." This was the
response from right-side
attack, Andrea Steacy, following
Laurier's 3-1 victory on
Saturday afternoon.
The Hawks opened the match
by losing a sloppy first set to the
visiting Ryerson Rams by a score
of 25 - 22. However, the women
promptly came back and domi-
nated the next set to tie the game
at a set apiece.
Laurier 3 - Ryerson 1
The turning point of the game
came late in the third frame, with
the Golden Hawks holding a 25 -
24 lead. A misplay by Ryerson
provided Laurier with the point,
the set, and the momentum.
The final set was also a nail-
biter, as the ladies managed to
squeak out a 25 - 23 score in a
period filled with numerous lead
changes. The victory pushes the
Golden Hawks record to an
impressive 14 - 4 on the season
and all but guarantees the team a
home game in the opening round
of the playoffs.
The comeback was a true
team effort. A strong group attack
along with a number of outstand-
ing digs by libera Melissa St.
Ainanl and sets from fourth-year
veteran Laura Horner provided
the Hawks with the edge.
The opposing squad from
Ryerson subsequently dropped to
7
- 9 on the season and sits on the
bubble for the final playoff spot
in the East division. Head Coach
Dave Mclntyre recognized the
importance of executing against
an opponent fighting for their
playoff lives.
"We always want to focus on
the game plan," noted Mclntyre,
"we came up against a team that's
hungry." Mclntyre was confident
that the adversity provided in this
game can be a positive for the
team: "We can get better from the
pressure applied from Ryerson."
This Laurier victory, along
with the Windsor loss to Ottawa
on Saturday, locks the Golden
Hawks into second place in the
Western division. Left-side
attack, Danielle Walker, empha-
sized the importance of gaining
home-court advantage as she stat-
ed that there is absolutely a
"comfort of where we practice
every day."
Coach Mclntyre agreed, in
saying that "it's a big deal, defi-
nitely against Windsor". Laurier
split the season series with the
rival Windsor Lancers, whom the
Hawks will likely host in the first
round of the playoffs.
Walker has remained atop the
statistical rankings both in the
province and the country
throughout the season. She was
adamant about the wealth of lead-
ership on the team but she also
recognizes herself as a leader
amongst the group. "I work hard
as a leader," she notes, "[ lead
with how I play."
She must be a first-class
leader then, as she is the highest
scoring player in Ontario, with
243 points heading into the week-
end. Rightfully so, Walker and
the rest of the team are high on
confidence with their sights set
on the playoffs.
www.laurierathletics.com
Laurier's Amy Shipway looks for the kill as Danielle Walker looks on. The team will play McMaster on
Wednesday before heading into the playoffs.
Hockey Hawks seeing double after weekend
Two W's have ice Hawks within a
point of top spot in Mid-West
with four games left
DAN POLISCHUK
Staff Writer
With back-to-back victories by
identical scores this past weekend
against rival Windsor, the Laurier
men's hockey team added more
fuel to the fire in their late season
drive for first place in the Mid
West division.
Game # 1
Laurier 4 - Windsor 3
Game #2
Laurier 4 - Windsor 3 (OT)
Saturday's game saw the
Hawks once again showing
resiliency in coming back from a
two-goal deficit to overtake the
Lancers in overtime 4-3.
Centre Nick Vergeer got the
scoring started at 8:46 of the first
period when, after knocking
down a shot from the point, he
backhanded the loose puck at the
edge of the crease over sprawling
Lancer goaltender Reese
Kalleinter.
The early marker did not
phase the determined psyche of
Windsor as they stormed back
with three straight goals - two of
which Laurier goalie Justin Day
would have wanted another crack
at saving.
The Hawks got the momen-
tum swinging back in their favour
late in the second. A nifty three
way passing play saw the puck on
the sticks of Nick Gibson, Tim
Parsons, and finally Chris Di
Übaldo for less than a second as
Laurier quickly came within a
goal of tying the game.
Sure enough, the time for the
equalizer came as Gibson was
sprung loose on a breakaway late
in the third at the Lancer blue line
and, after a forehand to backhand
move, flicked the puck into the
high reaches of the net in impres-
sive fashion.
"We've had to get
over some difficult
times, but one thing
this team hasn't
done is quit."
- Steve Martetl, Head Coach
Finally, just 34 seconds into
overtime, right winger Tim
Parsons scored the game-winner
with a low snap shot to the block-
er side of Kalleinter.
The victory gave the Hawks
seven out of a possible eight
points over the past two week-
ends and allowed them to start
nipping at the heels of divisional
leader York Lions, who, without
picking up a point this week, are
only a point ahead.
Unfortunately for the Hawks,
in what is to be, by far, the
biggest upcoming week of hock-
ey action, with games at home
against fifth-ranked Western and
at Waterloo, they will be without
fourth leading scorer James
Edgar, who will be serving the
remainder of a four game suspen-
sion for a head checking major he
received against York.
Even without Edgar, Laurier
Head Coach Steve Martell was
speaking highly of his team's per-
formance as of late.
"All year we've been working
really hard. We've had to get over
some difficult times but one thing
this team hasn't done is quit,"
said Martell.
"Every bump along the
road...we've really managed to
handle well," he added.
Parsons, the game-winning go
Tim Parsons, right wing
al scorer, reflected that while
there are always areas of the
game to improve on, nothing is at
the point where it is worrisome to
the team.
"Right now, our starters are
really putting things together.
Nothing seems to get them
down," said Parsons.
So for the rest of the year,
don't be surprised with any more
success the Hawks have, because
according to Martell:"We consid-
er ourselves one of the best in the
West when we play well."
■.»fj.>j ■ J v » » *
*
www.laurierathletics.com
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Hawks battle, but still continue to lose
Despite a valiant effort, youthful
men's team gets blocked by
Ryerson 3-1, rough season
continues
MARK HOPKINS
Staff Writer
On
October 20, 2004, the
Wilfrid Laurier men's vol-
leyball team got off to a promis-
ing start in their season opener.
On the heels of last year's all too
forgettable 1-17 season, they
knocked off the cross-town rival
Waterloo Warriors 3 - 1 to move
into unfamiliar territory: the win
column. Evidently, it was too
good to be true.
Ryerson 3 - Laurier 1
Despite their best efforts this
past Saturday while hosting the
Ryerson Rams, the Golden
Hawks fell victim to the Rams'
superior attack in a 3 - 1 loss,
their 16th straight since that
opening game victory. With the
loss, the Hawks sit tied for last in
the OUA with Waterloo, at 1 -
16.
Though their record would
seem to leave little room for opti-
mism, the team didn't look
entirely outclassed in Saturday's
loss against the 14-5 Rams.
Sitting second in the OUA,
Ryerson rode the lethal left arm
of their towering all-star right
side, Ryan Vanderburg, who led
both teams with 17 kills, despite
what was arguably an off day.
For the Hawks, second year
middle player, Peter Wigger, led
the attack with 15 kills, and
received a good deal of help from
promising rookie J.P. Wikerd,
who had 11 kills of his own. After
the game, Wikerd expressed his
disappointment. "We have the
ability to beat these guys," said
Wikerd. "We were so close."
In fact, all four sets could
have gone either way, as Laurier
led midway through each set. In
the end, though, Ryerson man-
aged to fight back with a superior
service game to win, by scores of
25 - 19, 25 - 21, 23 - 25, and 25
-21.
Concerning his team's inabili-
ty to close out the sets, Coach
Shayne White was pretty
straightforward. "This team just
needs to learn how to win," said
White. "We fought very well. We
had flashes of our potential, and
some flashes of inconsistent
play."
Certainly, Coach White is
dealing with a very young, inex-
perienced team. In the next two
seasons, the team will graduate
just one player. Once the team
has honed its skills, they could
potentially put together a very
respectable record a couple years
down the line.
Wikerd, though, is optimistic
that the Hawks will be a competi-
tor even sooner. He attributes
their losing ways this year mere-
ly to a lack of experience and
confidence. "A lot of it is psycho-
logical, but I think when it comes
down to it, we just need to focus
on the fine little details,"
explained the high-spirited rook-
ie. "When we put those details
together, we're going to win."
Obviously, this season is a
write-off already, but the Hawks
look to improve on last season's
win total as they close out their
season this weekend, hosting the
Royal Military College and
Queens Golden Gaels.
www.laurierathletics.com
It's been a rough one for the men's volleyball team this year. The bad luck continued last week as the
Hawks dropped two games.
Wingspan
WOMEN HOT, MELT ICE
Laurier's best hope for another
OUA crown rests on the capable
shoulders of the women's hock-
ey team. Ranked second in the
nation, the team has just come
off a road trip that saw the
Hawks drop Windsor 4 - 1 on
Saturday, and Western one day
later to the tune of 5 - 0.
Samantha Cully led the offensive
attack with four goals in two
games, while Cindy Eadie
stopped 28 of 29 shots to
improve her stingy GAA. With
the wins, the women improve to
14-1 -2-1 on the season - good
for top spot in the OUA West.
Four games remain
on the sched-
ule-the first on Saturday at the
Pillars Ice Haus against York-
before the Hawks look to go
deep into the playoffs.
SKATERS TAKE SIX,
GO FIGURE
As mentioned in last week's
Cord, the varsity synchro team,
compiled of 16 members of the
figure skating team, travelled to
Brampton last weekend to com-
pete in the Cupid's Capers
Synchronized Skating
Competition. After two solid
skates, the Hawks, who were the
only university squad in the
field, finished sixth in the Junior
Festival category. The sixth
place is most impressive consid-
ering that most club teams have
the luxury of practicing their
routines five times a week, while
university teams must balance
their talent and time between
synchro and individual events.
The ladies will continue to polish
the program with their sights set
on the Provincials, March 3.
BALLERS SLUMP
The men's basketball team stall-
ed out the 2005 calendar year
with four straight wins; since
then they have lost five of six.
The slump was made official on
Sunday as the Hawks dropped
another close game, this time to
the Guelph Gryphons 64 - 62.
Bert Riviere continued in his
solid play with 21 points in the
loss effort, while Rob Innes
added 13 points and 9 boards. In
the five losses the Hawks have
not lost by more than four points.
The men, who looked like a lock
for the playoffs two weeks ago,
have watched as Windsor has
come to within four points of the
last playoff spot with four games
remaining. The Hawks will take
on the Lancers this Wednesday,
and then battle the last place
Western Saturday in hopes of
solidifying a playoff spot.
WOMEN A CONCERN
TOO
The news wasn't much better for
the women's basketball squad as
they were thumped twice last
week. On Wednesday, a 17 point
effort by Meaghan McGrath
wasn't enough as the Hawks
were dropped 62 - 51 by
McMaster. Three days .the later,
the Hawks lost 59 - 47 to the first
place Guelph Gryphons on an
afternoon that saw McGrath post
a game-high 18, while Heather
Sutherland dominating the
boards with 14. With a 13 - 6
record a playoff spot is secure,
but four losses in six games is
sure to cause some concern for
the coaching staff, who are left
with three games to tighten
things up before the games real-
ly matter.
www.laurierathletics.com
Samantha Cully, right wing
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GOLDEN HAWK
UPDATE
Week of
February 7 - 11, 2005
LAST WEEK'S RESULTS
02/02/05
W Basketball 51, McMaster 62
M Basketball 66, McMaster 70
M Volleyball 1, McMaster 3
02/04/05
M Hockey 4, Windsor 3
02/05/05
W Hockey 4, Windsor 1
M Hockey 4, Windsor 3
W Volleyball 3, Ryerson 1
M Volleyball 1, Ryerson 3
W Basketball 47, Guelph 59
M Basketball 62, Guelph 64
02/06/05
W Hockey 5, Western 0
UPCOMING HOME GAMES
02/09/05
W&M Basketball vs. Windsor
6:(X) & 8:00 PM, Athletic Complex
02/11/05
M Hockey vs. Western
7-30PM, Waterloo Rec Complex
M Volleyball vs.RMC
7:00PM, Athletic Complex
02/12/05
W&M Basketball vs. Western
1:00& 3:00 PM, Athletic Complex
MVolleyball vs. Queen's
5:00 PM,Athletic Complex
M Hockey vs. York
7:30 PM, WaterlooRec Complex
www.laurierathletics.corri
Blading ain't no crime dude
All Photos courtesy of Erin Moore
Sam Roberts, above, and Sean Knight, below, let Eileen walk away and enjoy a Global Warming-esqe
February afternoon at the expensive of Laurier's benches. Grinding mere steps from Security Services
is a bold move, blading that close to a music student hangout, bolder.
The hawk
list
CARTER IS TRYING HARDER
In only three days, Nets' guard Vince Carter
became the 11th player to score 10,000 points in
a career, was named as a starter to his fifth all-
star game, and led the Nets to two wins scoring
41, and 43 respectively. Since being traded to
the Nets for Eric "two-points" Williams in late
December, Carter's numbers have gone up in
virtually every statistical category including an
increase of over 10 points a game.
Unfortunately for Carter, the Nets are still
worse than the Raps and half of Canada wants
him to break his neck in the Dunk Competition
next month.
YES WAY JOSE
According to his new novel Juiced: Wild Times,
Rampant 'Roids, Smash Hits and How Baseball
Got Big, Jose Canseco claims he shot steroids
with Jason Giambi and Mark McGwire in a sta-
dium bathroom, introduced the juice to Ivan
Rodriguez, Rafael Palmeiro, Juan Gonzalez and
blames former Texas Rangers owner and cur-
rent President George W. Bush for turning a
blind eye to the issue. In his prime, Canseco,
who once roofed a ball deep into the bowels of
the 500 level at the Dome, was mixing steroids
to such an extend that teammates called him
The Chemist. Aside from writing his biogra-
phy, Canseco spends his time on the golf
course, in Longest Drive competitions, and of
course, looking for his testicles.
CN TOWER STANDS ERECT, BALLS GET
NEW HANDLE
Rogers Communications, who own the Toronto
Blue Jays among a few other media outlets,
recently acquired ownership of the concrete
wasteland known as Skydome. It didn't take
long for Ted Rogers and his gang to destroy any
remnants of the glory years by renaming the
stepchildren, The Rogers Centre. To ease the
burden, Rogers promises to replace the turf,
replace the jumbotron, install two mass video
screens on the outfield walls, and dedicate
another$20 million to the Jays' payroll. I mean
really, who needs tradition when you have video
screens everywhere. Everywhere! Damn you
capitalism, you tease me so!
WHERE THE "T" STILL STANDS FOR "THE"
On Monday, TSN kindly interrupted normal
broadcasting to let us know they have a lot of
money. Yes, they interrupted the World Cup of
Who Gives A Shit, to show a painfully boring
and technical difficulty- laden press conference
which eventually announced that CTV and
Rogers Communications had won the television
rights to the 2010 Olympics. Let me be the first
to congratulate these two companies, who col-
lectively have slightly more money than God, in
beating out their only competitor, wait for it, the
CBC. One can only hazard a guess as to what
was included in the perpetually pathetic CBC
bid, but it most likely included Ron Maclean's
model train collection, Brian Williams' first
born, and a dozen Royal Canadian Air Farce
bumper-stickers.
THE AMERICA BOWL
Super Bowl XXXIX in Jacksonville rocked
capitalism with a cuff and a crease. There was a
Declaration of Independence montage, an
America The Beautiful performance, fighter
pilots flying overhead, the presence of two for-
mer presidents, and more commerce than the
Louis Vutton Don - and that was before kickoff.
Super Sunday did just about everything to bol-
ster support for Americana short of a ritualistic
slaughter of Saddam. Next year, expect GAP
sponsored uniforms, McDonald's orange drink
instead of Gatorade, and a change of location
from Detriot to a Walmart in the dirty south.
-Hawk List compiled by Bryan Shinn
Sports
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PART-TIME CAREER DES POSSIBIUTES DE CARRIERES
OPPORTUNITIES A TEMPS PARTIEL
Be part of our team and take pride in your career. Faites partie de I'equipe de la Reserve de I'Armee de terre.
In the Canadian Forces Army Reserve, we: C'est avec dignite et fierte que nous sommes:
• Are dedicated to serving Canada at home and abroad • au service des Canadiens, autant au pays qu'a I'etranger
• Work in a challenging environment • appeles a relever des defis passionnants
• Learn leadership skills • engages a developper nos competences en leadership
Take up the challenge of working in today's Army Reserve. Une carriere au sein de la Reserve de I'Armee de terre,
Just look at what we offer you! c'est bien plus qu'un simple emploi. Nous vous offrons:
• A wide range of career opportunities • de nombreuses possibility de carrieres
• Practical hands-on experience • I'occasion d'apprendre en travaillant
• Help with paying for your education • de vous aider a payer vos etudes
• Voluntary overseas missions • de participer a titre volontaire a des missions a I'etranger
NOW HIRING! MAINTENANT EN RECRUTEMENT!
Visit our Recruiter at Venez rencontrer notre recruteur,
550 Parkside Drive, Waterloo au 550 Parkside Drive, Waterloo
(519) 888-9782 (519) 888-9782
STRONG.PROUD. DECOUVREZ VOS FORCES
TODAY'S CANADIAN FORCES. DANS LES FORCES CANADIENNES.
l"*i 180# 856-8488
jfc j
vydl Idvid www.forces.gc.ca
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DEFENSOR DEL PUEBLO
No matter how you say it when you need
help, call Dennis Willfang, Laurier's Ombudsperson,
at ext.#3637 or e-mail him at, ombuds@wlu.ca
Arts & Entertainment
FRINGE Festival review bonanza
WILBUR MCLEAN
Production Assistant
Friday February
4 @ 7pm
(Shows repeated
Saturday February 5 @ Ipm)
Journey to the Bum City
The journey of two homeless
men seeking the mythical Bum
City is the premise of this play
that seemingly transcends any
traditional stage genre. The per-
formances by an all-female cast
playing male roles are strong, but
the subject matter is somewhat
dry until the transients reach their
destination, where the exchange
between the former inhabitants of
Bum City and the two adventur-
ers is classic, saving the play
from being a relative bore.
*** out of 5
That Hole You Punched In
Your Wall
Unfortunately, this was one per-
formance that never quite seemed
to "click." The story of a woman
who finds her boyfriend cheating
on her with his ditzy assistant,
this play is filled with characters
who serve little purpose, leaving
the lead character underdevel-
oped and making it hard to sym-
pathize With her situation. The
performances by the cast are gen-
erally good, especially by JD
Muir who plays the cheating
boyfriend, but the subject matter
just isn't there for the performers
to work with.
**
out of 5
Nobody Loves You
An intriguing, unusual play pro-
duced by the director who swept
last year's "Fringe Oscars,"
Nobody Loves You is a reflection
on relationships and Valentine's
Day. While running far too long
for a FRINGE play, Nobody
Loves You builds itself up well to
the final confrontation, holding
the viewer's attention throughout.
The use of a backdrop screen
seems superfluous until it is deft-
ly worked into the final scene,
making itself an integral part of
the performance. Strongly writ-
ten and well-acted, Nobody
Loves You is an enjoyable stage
show overall.
**** out of 5
ELISE-MARIE WALSH
Cord Arts & Entertainment
The Nurse Who Loved Me
Initially, this play about a patient
in a mental hospital who obsesses
over his nurse is confusing
because of the planned interrup-
tion of the play by the writer,
director and producer. The inter-
action between the nurse and the
patient, and also the patient and
the voices in his head, are well
portrayed and well acted. The
narratives between the doctor and
the nurse between scenes provid-
ed good context as to what is
being seen. Besides the befud-
dling opening scenes, it's an
effectively realistic play.
***
out of 5
Detective Flint in "Sticky
Business"
This comedic play about a sec-
ond-rate detective taking the case
of stolen maple syrup is hilarious
and fast-moving, continually hit-
ting the audience with witty
punch lines. The cast, who pro-
duced and performed a similarly
hilarious play last year, did a
tremendous job of captivating the
audience from the opening scene
and clasping them in the palm of
their hands the whole way
through. The acting was extreme-
ly well done with the parts per-
fectly suiting each actor. This
play is an excellent incorporation
of old detective movies with
quirky cases and modern lines.
*****
out of 5
Saturday February 5 @ 7pm
FRASER KING
News Editor
Life/Style
Life/Style turned out to be the
most serious of all of the Fringe
plays of Saturday evening, deal-
ing with the lives of three women
and one of their relationships
with another person. The lives of
the three are brought together as a
housing development threatens
one of their favourite parks.
**** out of 5
It's Something You Can
Depend On
The closest thing to a doctoral
thesis, in play form. A clever
mixture of Tim Hortons commer-
cials, Karl Marx' political philos-
ophy, and a heaping tablespoon
of teenage drama and "anger"
make up the prime ingredients of
this play. Easily the 'highest-
brow' of all of the comedies, It's
Something You Can Depend On
fuses parody with social agenda
into something funny with com-
mentary that only the socially
conscious can grasp.
****
out of 5
Public Discourse
One part social commentary, one
part random murder, all entertain-
ing. The two main characters
have a lazy ignorance that defines
the play's message - that people
are deadened by media that they
expose themselves to. The mono-
logues are punctuated with visits
from characters that are largely
ignored. The defining moment
was the random murder of a
police officer that was complete-
ly ignored; laughter ensued.
***.75 out of 5
First Date
The creepiest date ever that
involves maternal-incest and
watching some truly funny and
troubling television programs.
The television spots mock popu-
lar television formats including
reality television, primetime soap
operas and the ever-popular
'cooking show with special
guest.' The actual date involves
what seems to be a very comical-
ly troubled young man with a
mother that has a penchant for
school dances. This is the kind of
play that makes you think twice
about who you want to date.
**** out of 5
Charlie
From the title I thought this was
going to be an epic about a Viet-
Cong veteran; however, my guess
was errant and Charlie turned out
to be a morality drama that
involved some deific intervention
from a mysterious stranger. The
title character is given the oppor-
tunity to have $100 million in
exchange for his death on his for-
tieth birthday. Being a rash stu-
dent, he takes the opportunity and
spoils his life with substance
abuse before finally finding a rea-
son to live past forty - but hey
Charlie, a deal's a deal.
***.5 out of 5
MacArthur Parka
This goes beyond non-sequitur
into the realm of. what-the-fuck
did I just see? I find it difficult to
describe this play in any way that
is not a mere rundown of what
happened. This play was ridicu-
lously funny and the audience
seemed to agree. If you did not
see this, there is no way to recre-
ate the play in words. Just know
that you missed a fight between a
sexy vampire and Glenda the
Good Witch of the North with
Mortal Kombat music playing in
the background. This play is
insane and insanely funny.
****.5 out of 5
Tudor Costache
Drew Morris and Marc Heroux in The Nurse Who Loved Me.
Tudor Costache
Karl Marx and Joe Canada have
an ideological clash in It's
Something You Can Depend On.
Tudor Costache
The cast of Journey to the Bum City with director Mike Morris.
Marta Krzyzanowski
Craig Radcliffe's Public Discourse.
Marta Krzyzanowski
A scene from That Hole You Punched in Your Wall.
Marta Krzyzanowski
Billie Akman and Kyle Francis in Nobody Loves You. , ,
,
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Music Explosion - Battle Royale #3
CARLY BEATH
Arts & Entertainment Editor
High-energy
ska band North
of Sam kicked off the third
Music Explosion of the year at
Wilfs on Thursday on a high
note, as they emerged the eventu-
al winners of the competition.
The band featured the regular
bass, drams and two singer/gui-
tarists - as well as a guy in a
bathrobe playing a funky-looking
trombone that, instead of sliding,
had keys like a trumpet. Pretty
rad indeed.
The band's sound was upbeat,
fun and well-executed. The songs
were interesting and the band was
able to switch tempos (ranging
from medium to ultra-fast). One
singer had a generally more pol-
ished feel, while the other had a
more shout-y style, and the two
played off of each other to good
effect. North of Sam had none of
the usual first-band-of-the-night
problems with getting the audi-
ence into the music; dancing
groupies clustered in front of the
stage. At various points during
the set different band members
left the stage to play from the
audience.
Their last song, chosen in the
hope that the audience "would
rock the fuck out," was an excel-
lent cover of Rage Against The
Machine's "Bulls On Parade".
The band definitely achieved
their goal, as the audience was
clearly impressed.
The MCs filled the time in
between the first two bands with
a rousing Chubby Bunny compe-
tition, in which the person who
could stuff the most marshmal-
lows into their mouth and still
pronounce the words "chubby
bunny" was declared the winner.
It was an interesting distraction,
to say the least, and then it was on
to the next band, Shorty.
Shorty had a pop/punk sound.
It wasn't overly original, but the
band pulled it off well. Their gui-
tarist had some chops, to be sure,
and his leads often reminded me
of old Blink 182 (and the song
"M&Ms" specifically) from back
when they were still good, circa
Cheshire Cat. The band was
enthusiastic but unfortunately
didn't incite the same level of
audience interaction as North of
Sam.
The third band was The Dave
Zeleny Experience, featuring
Mark and Carmen, the hosts of
Wilfs Monday night open mic.
The band's namesake and lead
singer was sick and unable to
make it, so Carmen handled
vocals, as well as his usual bass.
If they hadn't told the audience, it
would have been impossible to
tell that it was a last-minute fill
in.
They started their set by
informing the audience that
"We're going to have a lot of
cheesy 80s rock." They played
mainly covers, including
"Running with the Devil",
"Nothing Else Matters" and an
especially good "Message in a
Bottle". The fact that I really
liked the cover, despite the fact
that I don't like the original is a
testament to the band's creativity.
While it would have been nice to
hear some more originals, the
covers were well done and fun to
listen to.
The final act of the night
broke from the rock band format,
and was composed of two MCs
and a DJ: Projeksiun, Triple B
and DJ Focus. Triple B implored
the crowd to "listen to what we're
saying," and it was advice worth
taking. Both MCs were talented,
original and clever. Arguably the
most impressive moment of the
night was when Triple B started
beat-boxing. Another high point
was when the band performed a
song with a hook sung by a girl
who had learned the song only 20
minutes earlier, when the person
originally slated to sing it could-
n't make it. These were all rea-
sons that the three provoked the
biggest crowd reaction of the
night.
Being crowned the winners
gives North of Sam the privilege
of advancing to the finals. In the
meantime, you can catch them
again headlining Thursday Night
Live at Wilfs on February 17.Miranda MacDonald
Carmen of The Dave Zeleny
Experience.
Miranda MacDonald
Music Explosion Round 3 winners North of Sam.
Visiting prof delivers lecture on The
Passion in pop culture
DAVE RICCI
Staff Writer
On Friday Feburary 4, Dr. Paula
Fredriksen of Boston University
arrived at Laurier to deliver a lec-
ture on The Death of Jesus and
the Invention of the Passion nar-
rative. The esteemed academic
has written numerous books on
the artistic representation and his-
torical life of Jesus of Nazareth.
Currently a faculty member at the
University of Boston, Dr.
Fredriksen received the Jewish
Book Award for her latest work,
Jesus ofNazareth, King of the
Jews: A Jewish Life and the
Emergence of Christianity.
The brisk lecture, which took
place in the Schlegel Centre, was
focused on the death of Jesus and
the creation of what has come to
be known as the passion narra-
tive. The passion narrative is his-
torically interpreted as the last 12
hours of Jesus of Nazareth's life.
These last hours include his
nighttime arrest, trial and death at
the hands of the Roman authori-
ties. Throughout her lecture. Dr.
Fredriksen put forward the notion
that the passion narrative was
fabricated during the late
medieval period. Through exam-
ining medieval visual depictions
of Jesus it was shown that what is
now thought of as 'the factual
passion' is possibly nothing more
then a creation of artisans.
Throughout her lecture Dr.
Fredriksen made numerous allu-
sions to Mel Gibson's controver-
sial film, The Passion of The
Christ. Many of the visual depic-
tions presented throughout the
lecture were visually present in
Gibson's blockbuster film. For
example, one piece of artwork
had Jesus hanging off a bridge
from a long rope. For those who
have seen The Passion of the
Christ, this particular piece of art-
work is brought to life in the film.
This link between medieval art
and contemporary popular cul-
ture acted as a reinforcement for
Dr. Fredriksen's overall theme.
Upon the release of Gibson's
film, many viewed it as an
absolute and accurate representa-
tion of the death of Jesus. Dr.
Fredriksen's lecture sought to
shed light on Gibson's shortcom-
ings as a "historical filmmaker."
Dr. Fredriksen had the privilege
of reading a copy ofthe pre-pro-
duction script for Gibson's film.
The pre-production script had
sequences
which were complete-
ly foreign to what is known about
the death of Jesus. Besides the
scripts flaws, the film's narrative
of the physical suffering of Jesus
is not original. An 18th century
Augustinian nun named Anne
Catherine Emmerich suffered the
wounds of stigmata throughout
her lifetime. Throughout her
experience with the wounds,
Emmerich suffered from vivid
visions of the death of Jesus. Her
visions of the intense death of
Jesus would eventually be written
down by her secretary, Clemens
Brentano. The finished product is
what is now referred to as The
Dolorous Passion. Like Gibson's
film, the descriptions are focused
on the details of Jesus's physical
suffering. Although Gibson has
not explicitly voiced his complete
reliance on the text, there is a
great deal of similarity between
the two.
The informative lecture given
by Dr. Fredriksen illustrated that
historical inaccuracies may
appear in films, which are then
taken by the public as fact.
Contributed Photo
Jim Caviezel and Mel Gibson on the set of The Passion of the Christ.
Cliffnotes: Arts events
from the edge... ofK-W
Sex!
Now showing at the University
of Waterloo Art Gallery is
Faircruelty, a collection of erot-
ic photographs that "simultane-
ously suggest ecstasy and
agony." Another photographic
exhibition, Fictions by Sarah
Nind, is also showing. Nind will
be speaking at UW on March 3
from 1:30 to 3:30 in Room 1219,
ECH. Admission is free for both
exhibits.
Non-sappy Valentine's Day
event
The True North Brass quintet
will perform on February 14 in
the Maureen Forester Recital
Hall, at Bpm. Tickets for students
are $5 and part of the group's
performance fee will be donated
to a scholarship for brass stu-
dents. Information and tickets
can be obtained by contacting
Nancy Peltier at
npletier@wlu.ca or 884-0710
ext. 2492.
Laurier Art Show
Works by Laurier students, staff
and faculty will be showcased in
the Robert Langen Art Gallery
from February 11 until February
26. There will be a recpetion in
the gallery on February i6 from
4 to spm. There will be some art-
work for sale during the show
and admission is free.
Homer Watson House
Currently, and until March 6,
Homer Watson House is hosting
Reality and Illusion by Brigitte
Nowak, Sketches of Artonicism
by Glenn G. Smith and Great
Parks by Kelly Borgers. As well,
for those inclined to create rather
than observe, the gallery is offer-
ing art classes in conjunction
with Conestoga College.
Everything frm pottery to paint-
ing to papermaking is available.
Call 748-5220 ext. 3634 for
more information.
Happy Birthday Darwin
To celebrate the 196th anniver-
sary of Charles Darwin, KWCG
Humanists are hosting an event
in Room 101 of the Bricker
Academic Building. It will take
place on Saturday, February 12
from 7 - 9pm. There will be
birthday cake, refreshments and
a talk by Dr. Christopher
diCarlo, entitled "Taking the Fun
out of Fundamentalism: Why the
Religious Right is so Wrong."
The cost for students is only $2
and proceeds go to the Grand
River Regional Cancer Centre.
Songwriter Showcase
On the second Friday of every
month the Blue Bird Songwriter
Showcase takes place at the
Boathouse in Victoria Park.
There are two groups of three
songwriters, and the members of
each group take turns playing
songs for an hour. This month's
event is on Friday February 11
from 9pm until midnight. If you
would like more information or a
possible spot on another month's
bill, e-mail Mary Anne Epp at
eppm_@ hotmail.com.
UW Drama Festival
The Upstart Festival, UW's ver-
sion of Fringe, will take plrce
from February 9-12. Tickets
range from $10-15. More infor-
mation can be found at
drama.uwaterloo.ca.
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Josh Ritter says "Hello Bomber"
CARLY BEATH
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Idaho singer/songwriter JoshRitter stopped at the
Bombshelter on Friday night for
a show promoting his latest
album Hello Starling.
Having seen opener Jill
Barber live twice before, I knew I
was in for a treat and I wasn't dis-
appointed. Starting off with the
melancholy "A 7th Minor" she
proceeded to wow the audience
with the jazzy acoustic songs
from her latest EP Oh Heart as
well as some new material, and
the older "Old Blue Carpet". Her
voice was soft around the edges,
but powerful, and the way she
alternately picked and strummed
her guitar strings made for
intriguing listening.
Wearing a black suit and
sneakers, Josh Ritter bounded on
stage with his ever-present smile,
picked up his guitar and decided
to forgo the microphone for his
first song, "California". Despite
not having a microphone, the
song's sweet story permeated the
bar. If Ritter was looking for a
way to immediately connect with
the audience, he couldn't have
found a better one.
Throughout the show, Ritter
interacted with the audience, ask-
ing questions and telling stories
that had everyone in constant fits
of laughter. About an inspira-
tional office poster featuring a
picture of a man and a dog in a
boat and the slogan "Teamwork:
We're all in this boat together,"
Ritter shouted, "Teamwork? The
dog's not doing shit!"
He even managed to play up
the Laurier / UW rivalry, at
Laurier's expense. He assured me
after the show that he didn't mean
to make fun of Laurier, but that
he just liked saying the name. "It
rolls off the tongue. It sounds like
a liqueur," he said.
The most hysterical part of
the show was a song he intro-
duced as being about "love and
science." Each verse followed a
similar formula. Example: "It's
not love that makes the stars
shine bright, it's..." followed by
an impressively detailed scientif-
ic explanation of how stars are
created, then continued "but since
you're gone, they don't shine so
bright." He repeated this idea,
explaining tides and photosynthe-
sis. He then asked what
year
Alexander Keith's was founded,
and launched into the kicker. "It's
not love that makes the best beer
yet, it's [insert the history of beer
here], perfected 20 minutes ago
and started in 1820 for the best
head yet. But since you're gone...
the only head I'll get!"
It was the beauty of Ritter's
trademark folk songs
that lured
the audience there in the first
place, and that's what impressed
the most. He had the audience in
the palm of his hand during songs
like "Man Burning" and "You
Don't Make It Easy Babe".
"Kathleen" was stunning, with
Ritter singing "All the other girls
here are stars - you are the
Northern Lights" in a way that
made you wish your name was
Kathleen.
During "Wings", Ritter asked
for all the stage lights to be turned
off. He sang the song's darkly
soothing vocals and played it's
finger-picked guitar part in com-
plete darkness. The audience was
silent - it would have seemed
blasphemous to talk or to move;
even breathing was done reluc-
tantly.
Ritter called Barber back on
stage during the encore, and the
two performed her song "Two
Brown Eyes". Ritter's soft har-
monies perfectly complimented
the longing in Barber's crystal-
clear voice.
With just his voice and guitar
Ritter managed to hold the audi-
ence captive the entire time,
whether crooning the saddest
lament, or shouting along and
dancing to something upbeat, like
"Snow is Gone". The thought that
persisted in my head as I watched
him was that the magazines have
it all wrong as they tout Conor
Oberst as our generation's Bob
Dylan.
Rachel Burns
Jill Barber and Josh Ritter player the Bombshelter Friday night.
Bomberman fun,
plain and simple
JILLIAN PANCOTT
Copy Editor
Bomberman Generation is fair-
ly old on the Gamecube system,
but is honestly one of my
favourite multi-player games.
There is a single player game, but
after spending some time on that
I gave up, realizing the best
attribute to this game is the multi-
player. Even on my own I play
under the multi-player battle
mode. The objective is simple,
one that can be easily explained
to anyone of any gaming skill
level: be the last bomberman
standing. There's only one small
barrier, the bricks that separate
you from your opponents. Use
your bombs and special items to
trap the other players and kick
them out of the game. Can it get
any easier than this?
Graphics: The game is very light
and all images have a very car-
toon-like feel; the game gives no
sense of reality. The explosion of
the bombs is fun and, matched
with the special items, almost
humorous. The bright colours and
lack of shading really make it
look like a child's game, but help
to keep the fun appearance.
Controls: The controls in the
Battle Games are very simple.
Run using the control stick, and
place a bomb using A. Special
items that are picked up allow for
a Bomb Punch using X, and B
detonates the bombs when you
receive the Remote Controller
item. That's about it; when I say
simple, I mean simple.
Game Play: I have played this
game for hours on end, and not
yet become bored with it. When
you play with other people, there
is always variety and the winner
isn't always the one who knows
the game the best or plays the
most. There is some strategy
involved, like trapping the other
player between the wall and the
bomb, but it's not rocket science.
There are also variations in the
Battle Game mode. I've mainly
been talking about the Standard
Battle, which in itself has eight
different playing fields with dif-
ferent traps, but there are also the
Reversi Battle, Coin Battle,
Dodge Battle and Revenge
Battle. Each has a different objec-
tive, still to be accomplished
using bombs, but most depart
from the 'last man standing' idea.
In Reversi you flip the colour
panels over to reveal more of
your own colour than your oppo-
nents. Coin Battle is all about
picking up the most coins. Dodge
Battle maintains the 'last man
standing' objective. Revenge
Battle, every player starts in an
army-like tank on the side and
has to hit moles that pop out of
the ground on the playing field.
At around $20 new,
this game should be
in everyone's
collection.
Overall: If you can't tell yet, this
game is simple. But complex
games aren't always better, as
Bomberman Generation has
proven. A thoroughly enjoyable
game for people of all ages and
skill levels, there is something for
everyone here. With a wide vari-
ety of game play modes, and a
very simple objective, this game
is good for hours of fun. And you
can't beat the price - at around
$20 new, this game should be in
everyone's collection.
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Do you listen to music 23 hours a day, drink wine straight out of the bottle and
want to write for Cord a&e? if so, e-mail wluentertainment@yahoo.ca
If only the last of those three things applies to you,
also e-mail wluentertainment@yahoo.ca
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What? Hm can M
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Burger Special That
RnerMe-Kitctiener
bus \mafaty Sticker Burgers $150 Friday Nights from 8 -11
PVidays nights from 812 [ J\ [
bneker burgers $2.50 | —i~f X Nl | To be continued..
EarCANDY
He
was born and raised in
Compton, California, where
violence occurs more often than
Britney lip-syncs at her "live"
performances. He is a member of
the infamous gang Bloods. He
was shot five times back in 2001
(probably by the rival gang
Crips) and now has a child to
raise. Any of this sound familiar?
Did I mention he's signed to the
G-Unit label?
The"he" that I am referring to
is of course the latest protege of
Dr. Dre, The Game (real name:
Jayceon Taylor). The Game had
generated quite a buzz on the
mixtape circuit before the release
of his debut album just like his
label mate 50 Cent did back in
2001, so it only makes sense that
he becomes the first West Coast
representative of G-Unit.
Since the early 90s when 2
Pac, Snoop Dogg, Ice Cube and
Dr. Dre owned the rap game, the
West has fallen hard with the
death of 2 Pac and the falling off
of Ice Cube and Snoop Dogg. So
enters The Game, who is trying to
single-handedly bring West Coast
back on the map.
On his first song, "Westside
Story", Game quickly declares
where he is from and what has
happened to the West with "since
the West Coast fell off the streets
been watchin/the West Coast
neva fell off I was asleep in
Compton." He then summarizes
his background later in the song
with "been there, done that, sold
crack, got jacked, got shot, came
back, jumped on Dre's back." The
beat for this track was produced
by Dr. Dre, as he manages to
bang out another trademark Dre
instrumental with keyboard pat-
terns and all.
Then on the Kanye West-pro-
duced "Dreams", Game details
the idea that dreams do come
true, as he spits "but anything is
possible if 50 fucked Vivica",
referring to 50 Cent's short-lived
relationship with actress Vivica
A. Fox. On his 50 Cent assisted
single "How We Do", Game tells
us how he likes to rock it in the
club over yet another intoxicating
Dr. Dre beat, in a song that
resembles the feel of "In Da
Club". Watch for this song to
blow up everywhere this year.
Even though The Game lived
a violent life with his gang affili-
ations, he isn't trying to glorify
the culture, as he displayed his
regrets about his past on "Start
From Scratch". Game sounds like
he is asking for forgiveness from
a priest at times in the song as he
ponders upon his past mistakes
and the deaths of his close
friends. Finally, on the last song
"Like Father, Like Son", Game
reveals his greatest gift: a power-
ful, heartfelt vulnerability. On
this final track, he tells of the
birth of his son. Over Needlez's
melodramatic, string-laden beat
and with Busta Rhymes provid-
ing the chorus, he raps, "nose,
ears, eyes, chin just like your
daddy/ I'll die before you grow up
and be just like your daddy."
Overall, the production is eas-
ily the strongest element on the
album, as Game gets help from
some of the most-wanted produc-
ers around: Dr. Dre, Kanye West,
Havoc, Just Blaze, Hi-Tek and
Timbaland help mould an excel-
lent debut for The Game. Judging
from this debut, I am sure we will
find out more about The Game in
upcoming years.
-Leo Yu
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NEW / / ADULT ENTERTAiNMENT
LOCATION/ ...where it's all about talent!
MONDAY AMATEUR STRIP NIGHT
Prize $1000 CASH!
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT
WET T-SHIRT CONTEST
$875 IN CASH PRIZES
LADIES NEVER PAY A COVER
1271 VICTORIA STREET NORTH KITCHENER
Tel: 578-7205
You're going places.
Go Greyhound.
STUDENT-FRIENDLY FARES
You're going places in life, but right now, you're just going home for a break. With thousands
of destinations and great everyday low fares, Greyhound gives you the freedom to go more
places more often.
FROM KITCHENER' <ONE WAY plus GST>
GUELPH $5" BELLEVILLE $3050 TORONTO $1250
OTTAWA $5700 PETERBOROUGH $2550 SUDBURY $5700
'Valid student ID required. Call us for more details.
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—
-2^
15 Charles Street West
519-585-2370
GREYHOUND
l '''
..
H
I
£M?£'
'
. .
*'». ' < JJ <fe«& . <Si at&- 1 v Mflß ■ I^l
■ 0::: v:. "■*§§§L
S «
,
? H^B
I «Km
„*
.&* • :■• ■
Page O' Fun
Crossword
BY FRASER KING
Across:
I . and the Bandit
5. Used in soap-making
8. 40 days long
11. Crust and filling
12. Plural possesive
13. Happily after
14. Estimated Time ofArival
15. What Crunk Juice comes in
16. Past of give
17. A nerve tonic
19. Something that is thought of
20. To ,or not to
21. Clause or concept
22. C-
24. To seduce
25. To stare
26. Not win
30. Like 'a'
31. Middle Eastern prince
32. To be worn at constructio
sites
37. Japanese, wooden-soled shoe
38. Like a chimp or gorilla
39. Nike New
40. Middle
41. The function of an item
42. King in Latin
43. Left by its mother and reared
by hand
44. Bill &
,
had an excellent
adventure
45. Milk product
Down:
1. Like a creek or brook
2. Tsfot closed
3. What people fly
4. Keystone
5. Plural of locus
6 -Ti, D&D snake people
7. European eagles
8. As compared with illegitimate
9. Dodge or avoid
10 ever, All Saints
18. Veteran or Veterinarian
22. One who tends to swans
23. Prisoner of war
25. Socrates is this type of fly
26. What a legend leaves
27. Last Greek letter
28. Sounds like cited
29. What the thing on the end of a
pencil does
32. Fast, en Francais
33. Singular of apsis
34. Part of a woodwind
35. This off limits
36. Like a cab
Last Week's Answers
Weekly Bad Drawing
By Pete Cram
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WHAT AREN'T STUDENTS GOING
TO DO ON F EBRLIARY 3?
NOTHING 3, (J
STUDY
READ
VOTE
The Cord Wffki.y
Help fill this space with fun stuff, because it is
the Page o' Fun - send ideas to
cord@wlusp.com or call 884-0710 x 3563 to
speak with the Editor-in-Chief.
GIVE OS FUN!
cord @ wlusp.com
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International
The world must rally to Nepal
Richard Togman
Staff Writer
The
Buddhist kingdom of
Nepal has recently been
thrown into the international
spotlight as its King, Gyanendra,
dismissed parliament, put many
political leaders under arrest and
has cut off almost all communica-
tion with the outside world.
These drastic steps have thrown
the once peaceful country into
full blown panic as the conflict
between the monarchists and the
Maoists can no longer be ignored.
The history of modern Nepal
begins with the British decolo-
nization process which installed a
type of absolute monarch. The
monarchy was relatively liberal,
and it began to institute a number
of democratic reforms, culminat-
ing in a new constitution in 1990.
A constitutional monarchy was
established with a fully function-
ing parliament. However, caste
discrimination, extreme poverty
and a growing disillusionment
with the new government led to
the transformation of the Maoist
parties into a guerrilla organiza-
tion.
The Maoists seek an over-
throw of the monarchy and the
establishment of a true democrat-
ic government. As well, they
wish to see the end of rule by the
elites, with power given to peas-
ant based organizations.
Moreover, they wish that the
issues of caste discrimination and
extreme poverty among the lower
classes be addressed. Nepal is
mainly a subsistence agricultural
economy with few heavy indus-
tries and little capital for develop-
ment.
The Maoists began their
insurrection in 1996 and have
taken over most of the country-
side. They have a large degree of
control and backing among many
strata of society, especially the
lower classes, and their edicts are
obeyed to a large extent through-
out the country. The King dis-
missed parliament for its lack of
resolve and unity in combating
the guerrillas.
The King has also suspended
all rights and freedoms, including
freedom of speech and assembly.
Moreover, he has cutoff nearly all
communication with the outside
world, essentially turning the
once peaceful Buddhist nation
into a police state.
In this instance, the nations of
the free world should join togeth-
er to either support the commu-
nist insurgents or severely pres-
sure the Nepalese monarchy to
change its course of action. The
communists, led by the Maoists,
have very legitimate complaints
that are not being dealt with fair-
ly-
Nepal is extensively con-
trolled by the powerful elite and
little hope was shed upon the mil-
lions who live in poverty and
caste discrimination.
Consequently, the Maoists' drive
for equality and democracy
should be supported by the free
states of the world unless the
monarchy takes radical steps at
reformation to alleviate the crisis.
The King must restore all the
previous democratic freedoms
and negotiate with the rebels,
who have repeatedly expressed
their willingness to compromise.
Otherwise, the liberal and free
states of the world should support
the communists in their bid for
social justice and economic
opportunity. Long live the revo-
lution.
Contributed Photo
The army is loyal to the King and is the force allowing him to dismiss
the democratic forces.
beneficial to women's health
because of its belief in equality."
Tunisia was described as an anti-
dote to the underdeveloped
stereotype current in western
thought. Women were enfran-
chised three years after Tunisia
gained independence from
France, and the specific goal of
the national party was to improve
women's health, particularly in
the urban-rural divide, so they
could vote. Family planning was
subsequently introduced in 1966,
and abortion legalized in 1973.
"These decisions were taking
place decades before the world
community" became aware of the
issues, said Foster.
Why did Tunisia address
women's issues so quickly? To
begin with, it was under little
pressure from the international
community, according to Foster.
Women were involved with the
decision-making from the begin-
ning, and the 92 per cent Muslim
country respected the personal
nature of health.
Foster said Tunisia was not
alone in its progressiveness, but
the prevalence of demeaning
images in the western world
detracts from the actual position
of Arab women.
"Between the image of the
burqa and the image of the belly
dancer, where does the truth lie?"
she questioned.
She cited the "stock images"
of women peering out from black
veils constantly used by the press
to represent women, such as
those in the coverage of the Iraqi
election process. To highlight
their effect, she displayed porno-
graphic postcards from the 1850s
designed by imperialists.
These images, featuring
Arabic women with exposed
breasts, nose-rings and sheer
veils, support the mentality of
"white men saving brown women
from brown men," she said.
Submission, a 10-minute
Dutch film that shows Arabic
women with passages of the
Koran inscribed under their mesh
veils, was also mentioned as fur-
thering this mindset. Its director
was eventually murdered by a
Muslim who threatened the
scriptwriter — a female Dutch
parliamentarian.
On the subject of the war in
Iraq, Foster was adamant
American claims of "liberation"
do not ring true for Iraqi women.
"The interests of women in Iraq
were not the prime impetus for
war
. . . they were seen as a
bonus. Under Saddam, women
had access to abortion. I would
argue they were fairly equivalent
with men."
The haphazard approach to
reconstruction has set back
women's health in Iraq, she main-
tained. Women cannot access
family planning information, and
there is no legal abortion. And the
omission of condoms and contra-
ception information in packages
sent to the region by western aid
organizations is a sign of the mis-
understanding between the East
and West.
"U.S. guilt played on stereo-
types," Foster said.
- Arabs, from back cover
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Opposition poised to challenge Mugabe in Zimbabwe
But the U.S.-based Famine Alert
Network warns that Zimbaweans
are in need of food
GRACE KIM
Staff Writer
The
Movement for
Democratic Change (MDC)
has decided to contest
Zimbabwe's upcoming election,
despite a corrupt electoral
process controlled by President
Robert Mugabe and worries that
nearly half of Zimbabweans are
starving.
Zimbabwe's upcoming parlia-
mentary election, set on March
31, is widely predicted to be won
by Mugabe and his ruling party,
Zimbabwe African National
Union Patriotic Front (ZANU-
PF). Although Mugabe adopted
the fair election guidelines of the
Southern Africa Development
Community (SADC) last August,
the MDC maintains that the gov-
ernment has failed to enact the
democratic reforms that are so
fundamental and pivotal to guar-
antee free and fair elections.
The SADC election guide-
lines include guarantees to the
right to hold public political
meetings, campaign freely, and
have fair access to the media.
Humanrights groups have report-
ed that youth militias have
attacked MDC members, and the
media is tightly controlled by the
government.
Although the opposition party
initially boycotted the upcoming
election, MDC spokesman Paul
Nyathi stated that this policy was
changed in response to "the
demands of our people, the work-
ing people of Zimbabwe who
wish to exercise their hard-fought
and inalienable right of voting,"
and to facilitate future democrat-
ic reforms.
Despite corruption, the MDC
almost took control of the parlia-
ment in 2000, and nearly defeat-
ed Mugabe in 2002. The interna-
tional community widely regards
the Zimbabwean government as
corrupt; U.S. President George
W. Bush recently named
Zimbabwe an "outpost of tyran-
ny," but Mugabe contends that
the MDC is a puppet for Western
governments.
The Zimbabwean
elections of 2000 and
2002 are widely
regarded as
illegitimate, and little
has been done to
correct the system.
Nevertheless, the election
boycott threat by the MDC failed
to gain international support to
put pressure on Mugabe to
reform. Even SADC offered
nothing but subdued criticism of
Zimbabwe's abnegation of its
regional democratic guidelines.
The new Elections Commission
was appointed directly by
Mugabe, yet South Africa, the
nation with by far the most influ-
ence over Zimbabwe, praised this
as a "positive development" in
Zimbabwe's election system.
Meanwhile, even before the
March parliamentary election,
Zimbabwe may face instability
due to a predicted severe food
shortage. The U.S.-sponsored
Famine Early Warning Systems
Network (FEWS) reports that
about 5.8 million people, of a
total population of 12.5 million,
will suffer from malnutrition and
starvation-related illnesses this
year, unless large quantities of
food are imported. The Mugabe
government is being urged to rec-
ognize the impending disaster.
The government claims that it
produced about 2.4 million
tonnes of corn last year, and
Agriculture Minister, Joseph
Made, claims about 370,000
tonnes of food is being distrib-
uted to the needy. However, inde-
pendent organizations in
Zimbabwe contend that only one
million tonnes of food was pro-
duced, and that many families,
especially children, women, and
the elderly have been forced to
drastically reduce food consump-
tion.
Since the Mugabe govern-
ment embarked on an arbitrary
expropriation of about 5,000
farms owned by the white settlers
in 2000 for the purpose of redis-
tributing them to the landless
peasants, Zimbabwe's food crisis
has been exacerbated.
Contributed Photo
The MDC has posed a severe challenge to President Robert Mugabe's ruling government.
Drop the debt and free Africa
The cycle of debt that many African
nations are caught in has created a
system of modern day slavery
Kyle Boulden
Staff Writer
Last week, Nelson Mandela made
headlines after a speech at
Trafalgar Square in London,
England, where he called for the
countries of the developed world
to take immediate steps towards
reducing their own poverty. The
appearance by Mandela coincid-
ed with a meeting of finance min-
isters from the G7 countries that
took place in London.
The meeting of the G7 offi-
cials is a testament to the growing
sentiments in the Western world
that more urgent action is needed
to combat poverty, especially in
Africa. Rather than the usual
financial discussions, the focus of
this G7 meeting was almost
entirely on combating poverty,
with a particular focus on the
poorest nations in Africa.
Mandela met with the G7
leaders during the conference and
put his support behind a British
proposal to double aid to Africa
to $100 billion a year and to write
off the debts of the poorest coun-
tries completely. The proposal
was promptly rejected by the
U.S., but it has become clear that
the concept of debt relief is the
next big strategy towards reduc-
ing global poverty. The leaders
emerged from the conference
without
any clear consensus on
debt relief but that the topic
would be discussed on a "case by
case basis."
Now everyone knows that
Bono has been on the news run-
ning around trying to sell the con-
cept, but many might still wonder
what exactly is being discussed.
The basic facts are that,
according to statistics from the
World Bank in 1999, $128 mil-
lion (US) is transferred daily
from the 62 most impoverished
nations to wealthy countries. To
put this into perspective, for
every dollar these countries
receive in aid, they repay $13 on
old debts.
For every dollar these
countries receive in
aid, they repay $13
on old debts.
The majority of these loans
are from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the
World Bank, who use these loans
as 'carrots' to encourage econom-
ic restructuring. These institu-
tions operate on a weighted vot-
ing system that reflects how
much funding each country con-
tributes. Obviously, the world's
richest nations provide the major-
ity of funding for these
institu-
tions, so they control the debts
that consequently have created a
new set of global power inequali-
ties.
Poor countries get caught up
in a cycle of debt, where they
spend a disproportionate amount
of money on debt-servicing (pay-
ing the interest), often without
making progress on paying the
initial amount back. They don't
want to default, because the IMF
and the World Bank, whom they
owe the money to, control the rat-
ing system which determines
whether that country will be able
to borrow money in the future.
Basically, by removing the
crippling effects of debts for the
world's most impoverished
nations, the developed world
would be setting them on their
way to be free to help themselves.
During his speech last weekend,
Nelson Mandela called the situa-
tion a "prison of poverty" for the
world's poorest nations.
Unlikely friend
wishes the Pope well
TONY FERGUSON
Staff Writer
Many people around the world
are hoping that the Pope, current-
ly recovering in hospital after
experiencing some breathing
problems, will make a speedy and
full recovery.
Among these well wishers is
Mehmet Ali Agca, a Turkish mil-
itant who shot the Pope in an
assassination attempt during a
gathering in St. Peter's Square in
1981. The Pope's injury set off
his gradual decline in health.
Currently in a Turkish prison,
Agca wrote that "you and I, we
have both suffered in trying to
spread religion around the world.
I hope you regain your health in
the near future." Agca's letter to
the Pope had a personal element
as it referred to the Pope by first
name. "I embrace you, Karol
Wojtyla. I send you my best wish-
es."
The letter was faxed to the
Associated Press by his attourney
last Thursday. Agca composed
the letter from the Istanbul prison
where he is currently serving a
10-year sentence for two rob-
beries and the murder of a
Turkish journalist, both having
taken place in 1979.
"I hope you regain
your health in the
near future."
- Mehmet AH Agca, who shot the
Pope in 1980
Agca claims he was commis-
sioned to kill the Pope by
Bulgaria's secret service, on the
order of Soviet KGB, out of fear
that the Pope would threaten
communism in Eastern Europe
by sparking an anti-communist
revolution. Bulgaria disavows
any connection to Agca, and in
2002 the Pope cleared Bulgaria of
any blame.
At his trial, Agca justified his
actions, saying that "to me [the
Pope] was the incarnation of all
that is capitalism."
Agca originally served 19
years in prison for attempted
murder, but was pardoned in
2000 and sent to the Turkish jail
to serve his current sentence.
Agca was morally pardoned by
the Pope, who forgave him in
1983.
The Pope is currently recover-
ing in the Gemelli hospital in
Rome, his condition is slowly
improving.
International*27
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Communist scare in
Poland
In Poland, a list of 240,000
names have appeared on the
Internet, linking them to secret
communist-era files.
The files were kept for secret
agents, informers, secret service
employees and victims of perse-
cution, although the leaked list
does not indicate what people
were.
The files are held by the
Institute of National
Remembrance, whose offices
have been inundated with
inquiries and are allowing people
access to their files. Many are
worried that having their names
on the list will cause suspicion,
and government employees fear
being purged.
A journalist, Bronislaw
Wildstein, is suspected of leak-
ing the list. He admits that he
copied the names but contends
that he only gave the list to a few
trusted friends and did not post is
on the Internet.
National prosecutors will
investigate the situation, and
anyone convicted could face up
to two years in prison for violat-
ing laws protecting personal
data.
Girls Gone Wild
Taylor Ostergaard and Lindsey
Zellitti, two Colorado teenagers,
thought that baking cookies for
their neighbours would be a good
alternative to a school dance
where "drinking and cursing"
would be involved.
They were wrong, and a
small claims court judge, Doug
Walker, ordered the two girls to
pay $871.70, plus $39 in court
fees and a $1 for damages to
Wanita Renea Young, who was
so startled by the girls, who
knocked on her door at 10:30
pm, she had to go to the hospital
the following morning, suffering
from an anxiety attack.
The girls had left packages of
cookies and heart-shaped letters
saying "Have a Great Night" on
the doorstep of several other
neighbours. Young contends that
they were out too late, and stated
that "I know there wasn't any-
intent to cause harm but I think
that they made some poor choic-
es."
Politically Correct
A new South Korean military
paper has set precedence by
adopting politically correct ter-
minology to describe its northern
brethren, no longer referring to it
as its "main enemy."
The paper notes that "The
existing expression of 'the main
enemy North Korea' has been
replaced by an explanation of the
North's specific military threat,
such as its conventional
weapons, weapons of mass
destruction, and its forward
deployment of military power."
North Korea stopped using
hostile language to describe
South Korea after a Summit in
2000, and the South Korean mil-
itary admits this is the pervasive
factor in their decision.
The two Koreas have been
technically at war since 1950.
North Korea claims to be in pos-
session of nuclear arms and has
an army of more than 1.17 mil-
lion men, which the North claims
can invade the South at any time.
Canadian mining operation
turns deadly in Guatemala
KRIS COTE
International Editor
The
standoff between a
Canadian mining company,
Glamis Gold and an indigenous
Guatemalan Maya tribe turned
violent last week after clashes
with Guatemalan security forces
left two men dead.
Raul Castro Bocel and Miguel
Tzorin Tuy, both Mayan men,
were killed after a group of pro-
testers tried to stop a transport
convoy, and were attacked by
government security forces. The
protesters feared that the trans-
port would damage a bridge built
by the local community, which
was a source of civic pride and
was the only way to cross the
busy highway which cut through
the community of Solola.
The Marlin mine in Western
Guatemala has the potential to
become South America's largest
operating gold mine, and is con-
trolled by Montana Exploradora,
a subsidiary of Glamis Gold.
Glamis is registered in Canada
but is a de facto American com-
pany, registered in Canada
through NAFTAfor tax puiposes.
The Marlin project has been
opposed by the indigenous com-
munity surrounding the mine
because they fear that the envi-
ronmental impact will outweigh
the benefits of job creation. The
mine may pollute the local water
supply with cyanide because it
uses an open pit cyanide leeching
process, which has been banned
in the European Union and the
U.S. State of Montana. The mine
will also use a significant portion
of the community's limited water
resources. In addition, the mine is
only scheduled to operate for ten
years and any job creation will be
of short-term nature.
MiningWatch Canada has
called for a suspension of opera-
tions at the mine and an investi-
gation into the deadly incident.
Grahame Russell, Coordinator of
Rights Action in Toronto,
believes that "this repression was
waiting to happen. The red flags
were there since the beginning,
but the company, the Canadian
government, and the World Bank
have been content to let it hap-
pen. The communities and the
Guatemalan organizations have
always said they needed to be
consulted."
The Maya community is upset
because they were not consulted
in the application process, a right
which is guaranteed to them
under the International Labor
Organization's Convention 169
on Indigenous and Tribal Peoples
(ILO 169). Guatemala has adopt-
ed the convention, but refused to
honour it. Additionally,
Guatemalan law requires that
indigenous people be consulted
prior to licensing of projects
which are likely to have an
impact on them.
Daniel Vogt, President of the
El Estor Integral Development
Association (AEPDI) in El Estor,
Guatemala, believes that "as long
as the rights of the communities
are not respected and they do not
feel they have been properly con-
sulted, the protests will continue,
and if the government continues
its hard line then these tragic
deaths may not be the last."
The Canadian ambassador to
Guatemala, James Lambert, has
been an outspoken supporter of
the Marlin project. Guatemalan
officials contend that "the flow of
commerce must continue"'
despite the opposition of "anti-
development activists."
Mayan officials are disap-
pointed by the outcome of events.
Having been divided during the
country's civil war, which only
officially ended in 1996, elders
believe that the process could
have helped bring the community
back together. The only contact
that the Maya had with the
process was when a public rela-
tions team, paid for by Glamis,
spoke to the community about the
benefits the mine would bring.
Contributed Photo
A transport of mining supplies caused alarm for a local Mayan group
in Guatemala who were worried that their bridge would be ruined.
Western stereotypes not helping Arab
women
TARA FERGUSON
The Argosy Mount Allison
University
SACKVILLE, N.B. (CUP) —
The western world needs to look
beyond the mysterious image of
the veil and address Arab
women's health and reproductive
needs, says medical anthropolo-
gist Angel Foster.
Foster, the Middle East and
North Africa program director
with Ibis Reproductive Health, a
non-governmental organization,
addressed an audience of about
75 in Mount Allison University's
Owens Art Gallery Jan. 29.
The opening of her talk dealt
with the impossibility of treating
the Arab world as a homogenous
unit concerning women's rights,
and the misuse of stereotypes to
justify western intervention, such
as the war in Iraq.
"There's no such thing as a
monolithic world, and we need to
be more specific," Foster said.
She cited the disparity between
contraceptive usage among mar-
ried women in Tunisia and
Sudan: the former country has a
70 percent usage rate, while only
10 percent of Sudanese women
use artificial methods of birth
control.
Various factors affect women's
health in this region, she said,
such as economy, warfare, oil
resources, colonialism, interna-
tional interest and socio-cultural
factors.
Foster criticized the anti-
Islam mentality of foreign pow-
ers wishing to secularize govern-
ments. "Islam is broadly support-
ive of family planning ... it
is
Contributed Photo
Angel Foster believes that this typical image of Arab women creates
a homogenous image, when in fact it is a diverse place.
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